
Miss Nelson in Missing
by Harry Allard and James Marshall

James Marshall wrote and illustrated the book The Three Little Pigs that we read a couple of 
weeks ago. 

James Marshall has often worked on books with his friend, Harry Allard, who had been his 
French professor. Allard called Marshall in the middle of the night and said, “Miss Nelson is 
missing!” and hung up. That was the beginning of the book. They collaborated on several Miss 
Nelson books, The Stupids, and other books.

Introduce yourself and tell your group if this book reminds you of any experiences from 
your life.

Vocabulary:

swarm - a group of many insects
rapped - to knock or tap on something quickly
detective - a police officer who investigates crimes
gobbled - to eat quickly
drawn - pulled shut
squirm - to make a lot of twisting movements because you are nervous, uncomfortable, bored, 
etc.
settle down - to become quiet, calm, or orderly
act up - to behave badly : to act in a way that is not polite or acceptable
not so fast - used when you are telling someone to wait and not be too quick to do something or 
believe something
witch - a woman who is thought to have magic powers; informal : a very unpleasant woman
to mean business - to be serious, to be determined
know-it-all  a person who behaves as if they know everything

James Marshall grew up in and near San Antonio. His family moved to Beaumont when he was 
in high school. He never liked it there. Beaumont is below sea level and he thought of it as a 
swamp. James Marshall played the viola and studied to be a musician, but he injured his hand 
and had to give it up. He turned to learning languages, teaching, and drawing, and was hired to 
illustrate a children’s book. How did the author include parts of his personal life in this book?

What are the characteristics of a good teacher?

James Marshall was asked about his experience as a teacher. He said, “I liked the kids a lot. 
They were rotten kids, a lot of them, and very hard to discipline. Oddly enough, it was when I 
learned to discipline them, to shut them up - it’s that paradox: you can’t be their pals - that I 
became very fond of them.” 
discipline - control that is gained by requiring that rules or orders be obeyed and punishing bad 
behavior



paradox - something (such as a situation) that is made up of two opposite things and that seems 
impossible but is actually true or possible.

What does the author mean by that statement? 
Do you agree with the author - that teachers cannot be pals with their students?

Do you have a favorite teacher from childhood? What made that teacher special to you?

Is this a book you would read to a child you know? Why, or why not?


