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Using Present Perfect Tense: 
When do you use present perfect tense?   When you are talking about something that 
happened in the past that is continuing into the present or effecting the present.
Study these examples:

A:  I want to introduce you to my friend, Alice.
---I know Alice. We met last year. (We use past tense because you are not still meeting 
her.)
---I know Alice. I have known Alice since last year. (You knew Alice last year and you 
still know Alice. The action is continuing into the present.)

I lived in Austin for five years. (This sentence implies you do not live in Austin now.)
I have lived in Austin for five years. (This sentence implies you are still living in Austin.)

I played the guitar when I was young. (You are not still playing the guitar.)
I have played the guitar since I was young. (You played when you were young and are 
still playing the guitar.)
It is wrong to say: I played the guitar since I was young.  You can say: I played the guitar 
when I was young. 

In some cases, you can use past tense or present perfect tense.

A:  Where is Dad?
---He went to the doctor.
---He has gone to the doctor.
Both are correct.

If you use a particular date in the past, you should use past tense, not present perfect.

1-We met last Thursday.   NOT We have met last Thursday.
2-I saw this movie last week.     NOT I have seen this movie last week.
3-I phoned Bill on Monday.   NOT  I have phoned Bill on Monday
 
Present Perfect tense is used with times that are not specific. Study the examples.

1. We have not received your payment yet.
2. She has heard him speak several times.
3. I have lived here all my life.
4. They have stolen things before.



There are two tenses used in questions:
 Present Perfect--Have you phoned Bill?   Yes, I have phoned Bill. OR Yes, I phoned 
Bill.
 Past -- Did you phone Bill?  Yes, I did phone Bill.  OR  Yes, I phoned Bill.

To make it easy, answer the question with the same verb that was used in the question. 
Have you washed the dishes?   I have washed the dishes.
Did you wash the dishes?   I did wash the dishes.  

Read these conversations. Tell if the verb is present tense, past tense,  or present 
perfect.

Alice:  Do you know John Hill?
Gabby:  Yes. I have known John since college.  But I don't know his sister. Have you 
met John's sister?
Alice: Yes, I met her recently.  

Kate:  Is Sally here?  She asked me to pick her up.
Mother:  I'm sorry. Sally has already gone. She left about ten minutes ago. 

Julia:  We are late. Has the play begun?
Fran:  Yes, it began a few minutes ago.

Li:  I made some green tea. Would you like some?
Sandra:  I have never drunk green tea. I have drunk black tea, but not green tea.
Li: I drink green tea every day. I have drunk green tea since I was a child.

Jay:  We have waited for my brother for a long time. 
Kate:  He came late last time, too.
Jay:  He has come late every time.

Kate:  Has your brother arrived yet?
Jay:  Yes, he just arrived. He has gone inside to greet my parents. 

Parking Ticket
In the story below, Hal visits the bank. He makes a deposit. If you deposit money in the 
bank, you put your money there. If you withdraw your money from the bank, you take 



your money out. You "make a deposit" or you "make a withdrawal." This is a deposit 
slip.

This is a handicapped or disabled parking sign. Handicapped and disabled 
mean the same thing. If you park in a handicapped parking place, you must 
have a handicapped parking sticker. It looks like this:

You hang it from your rear view mirror.

Read the story.      

Hal is driving around the parking lot at the bank. He can't find a place to park. Hal sees 
two parking spaces, but the lines are blue. There is a handicapped parking sign. The 
spaces are for disabled people. Hal is not disabled.

Hal looks at his watch. He decides to park between the blue lines for a few minutes. Hal 
enters the bank and fills out a deposit slip for $400. Hal is happy. He likes to save 
money. He waits in a long line. After fifteen minutes, Hal returns to the parking lot. There 
is a police officer next to Hal's car. He is writing a parking ticket. The officer asks, "Is this 
your car?"

"Yes," answers Hal. "I can move it now."  "Too late," says the police officer. "This space 
is for disabled people only. Be more careful where you park next time."

Hal looks at the ticket. The ticket is for $400. He is very sad. Hal moves his car. Then he 
goes back into the ban. He fills out a withdrawal slip for $400. Hal needs the money to 
pay his parking ticket.

Write YES or NO
1. _____ Hal is driving around the parking lot at the bank.
2. _____ He sees three parking spaces.
3. _____ Hal is disabled.
4. _____ He decides to park between the blue lines for a few minutes.
5. _____ Hal fills out a deposit slip for $500.
6. _____ He likes to save money.
7. _____ A police officer writes Hal a parking ticket.
8. _____ The parking space is for disabled people and Hal.
9. _____ Hal is very happy about the ticket.



10. ____ He fills out a withdrawal slip for $400.

Underline the word from the story.

1. Hal is driving (around / into) the parking lot.
2. He sees two ( disabled people / parking spaces).
3. He is not (a driver / disabled).
4. Hal decides to park (between / beside) the blue lines.
5. He enters the bank and fills (out / up) a deposit slip.
6. Hal likes to save (money / time).
7. The police officer asks, “Is this your (wheelchair / car)?
8. Hal goes back (into / out) the bank.
Discuss:
A. What does Hal do that gives us the idea he is in a hurry?
B. Did Hal think he would be in the bank a long time?
C. Do you think Hal should get a ticket?
D. Is finding a parking spot a big problem where you live?
E. Have you ever gotten a parking ticket?

Complete this story using the words in the word bank.

Ava is disabled. She drives a special _______________. There is a disabled sign on her 
rearview ______________. Today Ava is at the _________________. She wants to 
______________ some money. Ava is _______________ around the parking lot. She sees two 
blue parking ______________, but other cars are parked there. One car does not have a 
___________________ sign. Ava is upset. She wants a police officer to write that driver a 
___________________.

Discuss: Each student should answer each question.
Tell whether these statements are true about you.
1. I know how to drive a car.
2. I own a car.
3. I always wear a seat belt when I am in a car.
4. In my country, people honk the horn a lot.
5. People frequently run red lights in my country.

bank deposit driving spaces
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