
FUMC ESL 8-24-2020  High Beginning and Low Intermediate Online Lesson 

Introduce yourself. Tell where you are from and where you live now. Who do you spend time 
with on the weekend?


VERB PRACTICE 

Pronounce the verbs spell and spill. If you spell something, you call out the letters of a word in 
order. If you spill something, it accidentally flows over the top of the container.

EX: Can you spell "establish"?  Don't spill your drink.


Spill can also be used as a noun. EX: There is a sticky spill on the floor that needs to be wiped 
up.

Spell can be used as a noun, but with a different meaning. A spell is a period of time. EX: Why 
don't you sit with me for a spell. She had a fainting spell today.   Spell can also mean magic. 
EX: The witch put a spell on him and turned him into a frog.


spend-you can spend money or you can spend time.  EX: I spend too much money on clothes.  
I spent $200 on shoes yesterday. I have spent too much money today.  I spent time with my 
kids yesterday. Let's spend some time together. 


Spending can be a verb or noun: I am spending a lot of money. The government must cut 
spending. (If you cut spending, you spend less.)


Verb Quiz: Choose the right form of the BE verb.


In these sentences the underlined verb is incorrect. Change the tense to correct the 
sentence. 

1. Did you found your dog yet?

2. I couldn't heard what the teacher said.

3. Sally heard every word the teacher say.


I (be / am) ready to go. That dog ( is / be) mean. He (be biting  / is biting) the 
children.

She's learning (to be / being) 
a dancer.

I hate (be / being) cold. Don't (being / be) lazy.

We (was / were) going to have 
a picnic until it rained.

There (isn't / aren't) any 
cheese on this steak.

His home used (being / to be) 
on First Street.

Mother (has been / is) here 
before.

That man (is be / is being) a 
jerk.

Please (be / being) on time.

She (has been live / has been 
living) with us for a year.

Those dogs ( was  / were) 
eating trash.

They (are trying/be trying) to 
start the car.

We (has been / have been) at 
the park.

He (be / is) moving to 
Houston soon.

She (will be / is) here soon.



4. Did the baby slept well last night?

5. We were very surprised when we win.

6. Mother taught my sister how to cook, but she didn't taught me.

7. They said they send the package last Monday.

8. I always know dogs were smart.

9. My daughter went to school and become a lawyer.

10. You can became a lawyer if you go to law school.

11. As soon as I get home, it started to rain.

12. Next month we celebrated our twentieth wedding anniversary.


More Stories Plus Lesson 3  Buying Souvenirs 

Leo is on a two week vacation in Cancun, Mexico. He is having a wonderful time. He is 
enjoying the friendly people, beautiful beaches, and delicious Mexican food. Right now it is 
raining, so Leo decides to go shopping. He wants to buy some souvenirs for his family and 
friends.


Leo doesn't like the shops near the hotel. The prices are high, and he can buy the same 
perfume and jewelry at home. He wants to buy special things made by the local people.


Leo takes a taxi into town and enters a small market. He sees many interesting handicrafts. He 
doesn't see many tourists there.


Leo picks up a hat to buy for his father. He opens his phrase book and finds how to ask, "How 
much is it?" in Spanish. "Cuanto cuesta?" asks Leo. A man points to the price tag. Leo 
converts the pesos to dollars and figures the hat is about $30.


Leo looks in his wallet. He doesn't have much cash. "Maybe there is a bank around here," says 
Leo to himself.


"There is an ATM on the corner, " says the man in perfect English. "And I accept major credit 
cards."


1. Where is Leo?

2. What is he enjoying?

3. Who does Leo want to buy souvenirs for?

4. Why doesn't Leo like the shops near the hotel?

5. What does he want to buy?

6. How does Leo get into town?

7. What does Leo pick up?

8. What kind of book does Leo use to help him ask "How much," in Spanish?

9. How much is the hat in dollars?

10. What surprises Leo about the owner of the shop?

11. Do you buy souvenirs when you travel to a new place?

12. What languages do you speak?

13. What phrases are important to know in the native language when you travel?




Read the conversations and discuss. 

Joe:  The pandemic is hurting my business. In summer we usually have lots of tourists. They 
enjoy the beaches. They rent surfboards and kayaks. They eat at the restaurants. They take 
taxis to the resorts. They spend lots of money. But this year, there are few tourists. 

Rick:  Yes, I agree. I have a restaurant near the beach. In the summer, all the tables are usually 
full. People are laughing and talking, eating and drinking. But this year, it is very quiet. There 
are only a few tourists in the restaurant. I had to lay off my restaurant workers. Now it is just 
me, my wife and my son working. I can't afford to pay any workers.


1. How is the pandemic hurting Joe's business?

2. What business does Rick own?

3. What does "lay off" mean?  Who did Rick have to lay off?   

4. Who is working at Rick's restaurant now?

5. Why doesn't he hire more workers?


Eva:  One good thing about the pandemic is that the tourists are gone. Our beaches aren't 
crowded. We can enjoy surfing and kayaking without a lot of people around. We can get a table 
at a restaurant without standing in line to wait. It's easy to catch a cab. I hope the tourists don't 
come back.

Sandy:  I agree that it is nice not to have crowded beaches and restaurants. But it is very hard 
for the merchants. They depend on the tourist's to make money. My uncle owns a restaurant. 
He is having a hard time. With no tourists, there is no money. 

Eva:  Maybe your uncle can find another way to make money. 

Sandy:  He has owned the restaurant for twenty-five years. He has invested money in the 
restaurant. He can't just walk away from the restaurant business. And he has many employees 
that need the tips the tourists leave. They depend on tourists too.


1. What does Eva think is good about the pandemic?

2. What does Eva hope?

3. Does Sandy hope the tourists will not come back?

4. Why can't Sandy's uncle just find another job?

5. Does your country depend on tourist dollars?

6. How do you feel about a lot of tourists coming to your country?  Do you agree with Eva?


Manager:  This store requires masks. You must wear a mask to enter the store.

Customer:  I don't like wearing masks. They are hot and uncomfortable. No one understands 
what I say when I wear a mask.

Manager:  I know they are inconvenient, but they help protect people from the virus.

Customer:  But I'm not sick. 

Manager:  Some people who have the virus, don't get sick. They can still give others the virus. 
And masks will also protect you from other people.  Please help protect our customers. Put on 
a mask.

Customer:  What if I refuse?




Manager;  I'm sorry. We can't let you enter the store without a mask. That is the governor's 
order.

Customer:  I think this is all ridiculous. But I need groceries. So I will wear a mask. But I'm not 
happy about it. 

Manager:  Thank you for cooperating.


1. How does the customer feel about masks?

2. Do you think the manager is being polite?

3. How do you feel about people who refuse to wear masks in a store?

4. Do you think everyone should wear masks when they are outside too?

5. In your country, does everyone wear masks?

6. Do you know anyone who has had Covid-19?

7. Are you afraid you will get the virus?

8. If there were a vaccine, would you take it?

9. Would you volunteer to test the vaccine for safety?

10. Would you go to a party or fly on an airplane now?



