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Introduce yourself. Tell where you are from. Tell where you live now. Tell how many 
siblings you have. Are you the youngest, oldest or in the middle?

Read these conversations aloud. Answer the questions.

Ellen: I will prepare dinner for my family tonight. My parents will come. My brother and 
sister in law are coming. I am cooking lots of food.
Maria: That is lots of work. Who will help you?
Ellen: My mother will help with the cooking. My sister in law is bringing dessert. My 
husband will grill the meat. My daughter loves to make salads. She will make a big 
spinach salad.
Maria: It is fun to have a dinner party when everyone helps.
Ellen: I am lucky. Everyone in my family likes to help.

Note: If you grill meat, you usually cook it outside on a grill. I have a traditional home. I 
do all the cooking in the kitchen. My husband does all the grilling outside.  Who does 
the cooking in your house?

1. Who is coming to dinner at Ellen's house tonight?
2. Who will bring dessert?
3. Who will grill the meat?
4. Who will make the salad?
5. Why is Ellen lucky?

Sara: I will prepare dinner for my family tonight. My parents and my sister and brother in 
law will come. They will bring my nieces and nephews.  My sister has four children. 
Tina: That sounds like a lot of cooking. Will someone help you?
Sara: No. My parents are very old. They can't help any more. My father is in a 
wheelchair. My mother can't lift anything heavy. 
Tina: Will your sister help?
Sara: No. My sister will watch the children. The children are very young. My niece is an 
infant. She was born 3 weeks ago. I have a 2 year old nephew and twin 5 year old 
nephews.
Tina: Yes, I see. Your sister will have to watch the children.   Will your husband help?
Sara: No. My husband thinks cooking is women's work. He expects me to do it all.
Tina: That will not be fun for you.
Sara: It's OK. I don't mind. I love seeing my family. When the children are older, my 
sister will  help me.



Note: Your uncle is your parents brother. Your aunt is your parents sister. Your brother 
or sister's children are your nieces and nephews. Your children and your siblings 
children are cousins. Do you have any nieces or nephews? How many cousins do you 
have?

1. Who is coming to dinner at Sara's house?
2. How many children does Sara's sister have?
3. What do you call your sister or brother's children?
4. Why can't Sara's parents help?
5. Why can't Sara's sister help?
6. Will Sara's husband help?  Why not?
7. Do you like to cook for your family?
8. Who helps when you have a family dinner?
9. When will Sara's sister help her?

Sandy: My brother is coming for dinner. I am not happy about it.
Tammy: Why? Your brother seems OK to me.
Sandy: My brother is OK. But my brother has bad table manners. He keeps his arms on 
the table when he eats. He doesn’t use his napkin. Sometimes he picks up food with his 
hands. He chews his food loudly
Tammy: Tell him to eat properly!
Sandy: I tell him over and over. I tell him women like men with good manners. But he 
doesn’t care. He is not interested in marriage. He doesn't want a woman telling him 
what to do.
Tammy: That is too bad. He should listen to you. 

Note: If you do something properly, you do it the way it should be done. You follow the 
rules. Why should you teach children to behave properly?

1. Who is coming to Sandy's house for dinner?
2. How does Sandy feel about that?
3. What is wrong with Sandy’s brother?
4. Do you agree that women prefer men with good manners?
5. Why won't Sandy's brother get married?
6. Talk about table manners in your country. Are there any rules that are different than 

here?  Is it ever OK to touch your food with your hands?  What foods are OK to eat 
with your hands?

Patty: I have to go home early today. I'm preparing dinner for my family.



Toni: What are you serving?
Patty: I am serving many different things. I will serve steaks to some of my family. But 
my sister is vegetarian. She doesn't eat meat. So I will prepare macaroni and cheese for 
her. I will serve broccoli, baked potatoes and rolls with the steaks. But my brother 
doesn't eat carbohydrates. So, no bread or potatoes for him. I will prepare a spinach 
salad, but I have to serve the eggs on the side because my mother is allergic to eggs. 
For dessert, I will prepare lemon pudding made with no flour. Everyone will eat that.
Toni: Your family is very picky. My family eats everything.
Patty: You are lucky. I also have to serve lots of beverages. My father doesn't drink 
coffee. My mother won't drink tea. My sister hates alcoholic beverages, but my brother 
loves beer. My brother's kids drink soda with their meal. So I will prepare coffee, tea, 
beer and sodas.
Toni: You should just serve water. 

Note: If you are vegetarian, you don't eat meat. If you are allergic to something you 
can't eat it. You might get a rash or you might get sick. Carbohydrates are foods like 
beans, peas, peanuts, potatoes, corn, pasta, whole-grain breads and cereals. Many 
Americans are on low-carb diets. That means they avoid carbohydrates. Macaroni is a 
type of noodle.  Do you eat a special diet?  Are you allergic to any foods?

1. Why does Patty need to go home early?
2. Will Patty's sister eat steaks?  Why not?
3. What will Patty prepare for her sister?
4. Who won't eat carbohydrates?
5. What is Patty's mother allergic to?
6. What will Patty prepare for dessert?
7. What does Toni say about Patty's family?
8. Why does Patty have to prepare so many beverages.
9. What beverage does Toni tell Patty to serve?
10. Are there things your family members will not eat?

GRAMMAR:  USING VERBS
Put the correct past tense form of these irregular verbs in the sentences.

1. How did you learn to drive?  My father _______________ me how to drive.

buy catch cost fall hurt

spend teach throw write sell



2. My mother ____________ many letters to my father while he was away.
3. We couldn't afford our house. It was too expensive. So we _____________ it.
4. My uncle __________ down the stairs this morning and ___________ his back.
5. I went to the mall today. I ________________ a lot of money on shoes.
6. I ____________ these shoes at Walmart.  They didn't ______________ much 

money.
7. My little brother ___________ a ball through the window. 
8. We went fishing today. We ______________ seven fish.

Write the past and past participle of these irregular verbs.

We use the past participle verb with have or has in present perfect tense. Present 
perfect tense is used to talk about something that started in the past and continues into 
the present.
EX:  
I knew Jim in school.   I have known Jim for years.  (You knew Jim in the past and you 
still know him.)
I begin school next week. I have begun school already. (You began school in the past 
and are still in school.)
I lose things all the time. Last week, I lost my laptop computer.  Since arriving here I 
have lost my keys, my cell phone and my wallet.(You lost things in the past and 
continue to lose things.)

drink

know

go

begin

see

lose


