
FUMC ESL 8-31-2020 High Beginning and Low Intermediate Online Lesson 
Introduce yourself. Tell your name, where you are from and where you live now.  Answer this 
Question: 2020 has been a tough year. Tell one good thing that happened to you in 2020. 

Last week we talked about "be able to". Read these short conversations and tell what they 
mean. Discuss the words and phrases that are underlined. Ask about anything you don't 
understand.


Paula:   My mother has an appointment with the doctor this afternoon. She can't drive, so I will 
bring her. Where is your office?

Doctor's Receptionist:  Our office is on the second floor of the Medical Tower Building.  Is 
your mother able to climb stairs?

Paula:   No, she can't go up the stairs.  Her knees are bad. Is there an elevator in the building?

Doctor's Receptionist:  There is an elevator, but it is being repaired. You won't be able to use 
the elevator this afternoon.  The elevator will be fixed by tomorrow. I can change your mother's 
appointment to tomorrow afternoon. Are you able to bring her tomorrow?

Paula: Yes, I can bring her tomorrow. Thank you.


1. Why did Paula call the doctor's office?

2. Why can't Paula's mother climb stairs?

3. Why can't Paula's mother use the elevator?

4. How did the receptionist solve the problem?


Deen: My knees are killing me, Doc.  Do you think I should have surgery?

Doctor:  Surgery will help your knees.  After the surgery you will be able to walk.

Deen:  I am able to walk now, but it is painful.

Doctor:  After your surgery, you'll be able to walk without pain. I recommend you have surgery 
as soon as possible.

Deen: Will I heal quickly?

Doctor: Your ability to heal depends on your age. But you are healthy and fit, so you should 
heal quickly.

Deen: Doctor, I would like to get a second opinion. Surgery is very serious. I want to be sure 
that I need surgery. 

Doctor: A second opinion is always a good idea.


5. What does the doctor recommend?

6. Your ability to heal depends on what?

7. Does the doctor think Deen will heal quickly?

8. Why does Deen want to get a second opinion?

9. Would you get a second opinion before you had surgery?


Shannon:  Was the repair shop able to fix your car?

Lee:  No, they weren't able to repair my car. 




Shannon: Why not?  Their job is to repair cars. 

Lee: They have the ability to repair cars.  But my car is thirty years old. They do not make the 
parts for my car any more. My car needs a new water pump and radiator. The mechanic 
couldn't find these parts for my old car.  The mechanic recommended that I buy a newer car. 

Shannon: You might be able to buy a used car from my sister. Her car is only five years old. It 
is in good condition. My sister likes to drive new cars. Every five years, she sells her car and 
buys a new one. I recommend you buy her car. She takes good care of her cars.

Lee: I can't afford an expensive car. Please ask her how much she wants for the car.


10. Why couldn't the repair shop fix Lee's car?

11. What did the mechanic recommend?

12. Why is Shannon's sister selling her car?

13. Why does Shannon recommend Lee buy her sister's car?

14. Lee thinks Shannon's sister's car might be too __________________.

15. Do you sell or trade in your cars when they get old?  Or do you keep driving them as long 

as possible?

16. Do you think it is a good idea to buy a used car from a friend?  Why?


Kendra:  I had to take the bus to work because I wasn't able to find my car keys this morning.

Sally:  I saw your keys on top of the bookshelf in the living room. 

Kendra: That's great. I was afraid I had lost them. I usually put my keys in my purse. I don't 
remember putting them on the bookshelf. But sometimes I do things without thinking. Thanks 
for telling me.

Sally: I misplace my keys often. I do things without thinking too.


17. Why did Kendra have to take the bus?

18. Where did Sally see the keys?

19. Where does Kendra usually keep her keys?

20. Does Kendra know why the keys are on the bookshelf?

21. What does Sally say she often does?

22. Do you misplace things?

23. Tell about a time you did something without thinking.


Tim:  Are you still planning to help me move on Saturday?   

Dan:  Yes, I will be at your house first thing Saturday morning. I can bring my pickup truck if 
you want.

Tim: That would be helpful.


24. What is Dan planning to do on Saturday?

25. When will Dan arrive at Tim's house?

26. Does Tim want Dan to bring his truck?


Suzy:  Can you tell me what time it is?  

Dell:  It's half past six. We should leave soon or we will be late.




Suzy: I am almost ready. Could you help me button my dress?

Dell: These are tiny buttons. My fingers are big. I'm not able to button your dress. I will ask 
your  sister to help you with the buttons.


27. Why does Dell want to leave soon?

28. Why can't Dell help button Suzy's dress?

29. Who will Dell get to help Suzy?


Beth:  It is very late. I didn't plan to stay this late. I am afraid to drive home by myself this late. 
Can you ask your mother if I can stay here tonight.   

Sandra:  OK, I'll ask. But I'm sure she won't mind. She loves spending time with you.

Beth: Thank you.  I will leave first thing in the morning.


Carol:  Do you play the piano?

Stacy:  No, I don't. I have no musical ability.  Do you play?

Carol: I could play when I was young. But I'm not able to play the piano now. 


30. Does Stacy have musical ability?

31. Do you have musical ability?  Can you sing or play an instrument?


We talked about modal verbs last week. We used can and could. Can and could are used to 
express ability or possibility.

EX: I can swim. She can't swim. They could swim when they were young.  He couldn't swim he 
was afraid of the water.


Can is a modal verb we use to ask permission. EX: Can I go to Anne's house? Another modal 
verb we use for permission is may.  EX: May I go to Anne's house?


We use could to talk about past ability. EX: I could run ten miles when I was young. 

We also use could to talk about a future possibility: EX: If we get a lot of rain the streets could 
flood.  We can use the modal verb "might" in the same way. EX: If we get a lot of rain the 
streets might flood.


We also use could to request something. EX:  My computer stopped working. Could I use 
yours?


Could Not and Might Not are used differently in these sentences. Could not means he isn't 
able to. Might not means it's possible he doesn't.

John might not have the key.        John could not have the key. 
In the first sentence, it is possible that John has a key, and also possible he doesn't have the 
key.

In the second sentence, it is NOT possible for John to have the key.




Read this conversation: 
Jane:  Let's go. It's time to leave.

Stu:  But John hasn't arrived yet. How will he get in the house if we leave?

Jane:  I think John has a key to the house.

Stu:  But he might not have a key.

Jane: That's true. I'm not sure I gave him a key. I'll ask my husband if John has a key.

Husband:  John could not have a key to our house because we only have one spare key. I the 
spare key to my sister.


32. Why can't they leave now?

33. Who might have a key?

34. Does the husband think it is possible that John has a key?

35. Where is the spare key?


We use another modal verb, should when we give advice. EX: You should stop smoking. I 
should buy a new car.

We use must when we have to do something. EX: You must take a raincoat. There is a storm 
coming.  I must study for the test tomorrow.  We can also use "have to" for must. EX: I have to 
call my mother. I have to go to work now.

We use would when we want to make an offer. EX: Would you like some tea?  We also use 
would in IF sentences. EX: If I were you, I would call your mom and apologize.   If I had known 
you were in town, I would have invited you to dinner.  I would pick her up at the airport if I knew 
when her flight landed.


Read these conversations 
Kelly:  I must buy a new car. My old car breaks down all the time. It uses a lot of gas too. 

Lulu:  Can you afford a new car?

Kelly:  I can't afford a new car right now. If I got a second job, I would be able to afford a new 
car.

Lulu:  If you got a second job, you would never have free time. You would only have time for 
work.

Kelly: That is true. I should see what a used car would cost. I might be able to buy a used car 
that was better than my old car. 


36. Why does Kelly need a new car?

37. Can Kelly afford a new car?

38. Kelly says she could afford a new car if _________________

39. What kind of car might Kelly be able to afford?

40. Would you advise Kelly to get a second job?



