
FUMC ESL 8-6-2020 High Intermediate and Advanced Lesson


Introduce yourself. Tell where you are from, where you live now and answer this question:  
Would you take a job that was really interesting even if it didn't pay very much?  Have you 
ever had a job like that? 

Idioms: The best way to learn idioms is to use them.  Read these paragraphs and 
conversations. Tell the meaning of the underlined phrases.  Give a short summary of what is 
happening in the paragraph. 

She hadn't heard from her daughter in over a week. She had called many times, but was never 
able to reach her daughter. It was starting to worry her. It wasn't like her daughter not to return 
phone calls.She tried not to dwell on it during office hours, but as she left the office she got an 
odd feeling. She had a sixth sense that her daughter would be waiting for her at home. As she 
turned the corner onto her street, she saw a police car parked in front of her house. Her heart 
skipped a beat. 


Question:  When I was in my twenties and living in an apartment, my father constantly worried 
that something would happen to me. He asked me to call him if I went out alone at night. At the 
time, I thought he was overreacting. I was a little annoyed by his constant worry. But since I've 
had children, I understand how he feels. Do your parents worry about your safety?  Does that 
bother you? Do you ask your grown children to check in with you frequently?


Martina:  Why are you criticizing your son?  He's your own flesh and blood.

Carl:  He's such a mama's boy. I can't convince him to get his own apartment. He insists on 
living in his old room in our house. He depends on his mother to launder his clothes and fix his 
lunch every morning. He's 33 years old. Most men his age are getting married or having kids. 
It's time he stands on his own two feet. My wife has spoiled him. I'm afraid he'll never go out 
on his own.

Martina:  I think it's nice that your son wants to live with you. In my country it is quite common 
for grown children to live at home until they are married. It is just too expensive for young 
people to have their own place.

Carl: Well that is not the custom here. Living at home when you are 33 years old is not in 
keeping with my expectations of my son.  His sister has been on her own for years. In fact, she 
saved enough money to buy her own house. I told my son in no uncertain terms that he needs 
to move out by the end of the year.


Martina says this is the custom in her country. Is it the custom in yours?  Would you ever force 
your grown children to move out of your house?


James:  That's a sweet sports car.  What's the asking price? 

Salesperson:  $85,000.

James:  Is that negotiable?

Salesperson:  Make me an offer.

James:  I'll pay you $72,000 cash.

Salesperson:  That's an insulting offer. I won't even counter that.




James:  What's the lowest price you'd consider?

Salesperson:  The absolute lowest is $82,000.

James:  I'll meet you half way. I'll pay $77,000.

Salesperson:  Make it $79,000 and we have a deal. And that's my final offer.

James: You drive a hard bargain. But, I love the car, so I'll take it. I think you got the better of 
me on that deal.


Do you usually negotiate before making big purchases?  In your country do people negotiate 
prices all the time?


GRAMMAR: Present perfect tense is one of the most difficult for non-native speakers of 
English. Many other languages don't have this tense, so it is hard to understand.


Many mistakes are because the Present Perfect cannot be used with expressions of finished 
time. In these types of expressions, use past tense. Read the examples:


We have received your documents on Monday. 

Correct:  We received your documents on Monday.

We have mailed your application yesterday.

Correct: We mailed your application yesterday.

The deal has not been finalized by the end of the year.

Correct:  The deal was not finalized by the end of the year. (finalized here is a participial 
adjective not a verb) 

We have discussed the deal prior to your arrival.

Correct: We discussed the deal prior to your arrival.


The present perfect is often used with adverbs of indefinite time. Read the examples. 

1. We have already met.

2. No one has called so far.

3. They still have not received payment.

4. The doctor has just arrived.

5. We have not heard from his parents yet.

6. Have you ever seen a view like this one?

7. We have recently bought bikes for the kids.

8. I have lived in Italy all my life.

9. We have lived in America since 1998.

10. She has brought flowers to the patients every week.


Present perfect tense is used to talk about something that happened in the past and is 
still going on. 

I have worked for the same company for ten years.  (You still work there.)

I worked for the same company for ten years. (You don't work there any more.)




WRONG: I am working at the company for three years. I was working for the company for three 
years.


We have belonged to the golf club for years. (still belong to the club)

We belonged to the golf club for years. (don't belong now)

WRONG: We are belonging to the golf club.  We were belonging to the golf club.


We use Present Perfect tense in time clauses that refer to the future. Read these 
examples. 

As soon as the judge has delivered the verdict, we will call you.

I will talk to the family once I have spoken to the doctor.

We will board the plane after they have cleaned it.


Which sentences are incorrect? Correct them. 

1. How long she has been in England?

2. Mark lived in Canada since June.

3. Jan and I are friends. I knew her for a long time.  (Assume that Jan is still alive and your 

friend.)

4. Tom has been in Spain at the moment.

5. I have learned Spanish while living in Mexico.

6. Is that a new jacket?  No, I had this jacket a long time.

7. I have bought this jacket a long time ago.

8. My sister has spoken to you yesterday.



