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This book is the family story of how the author’s Irish ancestors came to America. It takes place 
in the 1870s. When the author writes dialogue (words spoken by the people in the story), she 
writes in dialect, which can be confusing: Da, Muther, aye, ye, Blarney, me, so’s, twasn’t, 
twineth, fortnight, for example.

Fiona and Ailish loved hearing the story of how their parents met and about the lace that 
led her father to her mother’s door. Introduce yourself and tell the group if you have any 
similar stories in your family?

Vocabulary
textile - a fabric that is woven or knit 

mill - a building in which a particular product is made; factory

blaze - to shine very brightly

parlor - a store or business that sells a specified kind of food or service

titter - giggle

fortnight - a period of 14 days: two weeks

wistfully - having or showing sad thoughts and feelings about something that you want to have 
or do, especially about something that made you happy in the past

spark and court - old-fashioned terms for dating with the intention of marriage

blarney - The Blarney Stone is a block of stone in Blarney Castle, Blarney, Ireland. There is a 
legend that if you kiss the stone, you will receive the gift of gab - the gifts of eloquence, flattery, 
and persuasion.

crow - to brag loudly or joyfully

twine - to twist or wrap around (someone or something)

bade - past tense of bid: to express greetings or good wishes to someone; to say something, 
such as “good morning,” or “good evening” to someone.

slaughter - to kill an animal for food

depot - a train or bus station



wager - to risk losing something (such as money) if your guess about what will happen is wrong; 
used in the phrase “I'll wager” to indicate what you think will happen or what you believe is 
probably true

Discussion

Ailish imagined life in America to be very grand. Describe what she thought it would be like. 

What did you imagine life in America would be like? What about Texas? How does reality 
compare with your expectations?

What are your thoughts on leprechauns, fairies and wee people? Have you been to Zilker Park 
to see the fairy garden?

Fiona and her mother were skilled lace makers. Is there a skill that you learned from a parent or 
grandparent? Is there an art or skill that your hometown is known for?

What are your predictions of what will happen next or how the story will end?


