
FUMC ESL 9-24-2020 High Intermediate and Advanced Online Lesson

Introduce yourself. Tell where you are from and where you live now. Fill in the blank:  If I had my way, I 
would never wear ________________.

Read and discuss these real news stories.

Alligator In The Car

Tampa — Leslie Strickland said she had nothing but good intentions when she loaded a badly hurt two-
meter-long alligator into the back seat of her car and took it home. The 49-year-old American woman had 
hit the animal with her car on Friday night and went back to rescue it on Saturday — but wound up 
spending a night in jail, charged with possession of an alligator, a felony in Florida. Police also charged 
her with driving with a suspended license and leaving the scene of an accident, leaving the injured 
alligator in the back seat. "I knew I was in trouble, and I paniced and I left," Ms Strickland said. When the 
alligator started to thrash its tail she veered off the road and hit a mailbox. The game commission later 
removed the alligator from the car but it died later. 

1-What are "good intentions?" 
2-She had good intentions of cooking her boyfriend a gourmet meal, but she left the skillet on the burner 
too long. It caught fire and burned up her kitchen.  Have you ever had good intentions that turned out 
badly?
3-What does "wound up spending a night in jail" mean?
4-What caused the woman to hit the mailbox?
5-If you veer, you suddenly change direction.  Here is a sample sentence.Suddenly the oil tanker veered 
off course and straight into the dock.  Make a sentence with the word "veer".

Florida City Repeals "Saggy Pants" Ban

After 13 years, a South Florida city has overturned a ban on “saggy pants” — bottoms that reveal the 
wearer’s underwear. Around the city, which is northeast of Miami, signs still warn folks of the ordinance. 
They show an image of two young men wearing pants below their waists and featuring the words: “No 
ifs, ands or butts ... It’s the city law!” A city councilman said the ban was overturned because it 
discriminated against young Black Americans who favor this style.

1. Is there any style of dress that is banned in your city?
2. Do you agree that cities should ban some dress styles?
3. Most schools here have dress codes that ban certain clothing styles. Is that true in schools in your 

country?  In your country, do most school children wear uniforms?
4. No ifs, ands or buts means no excuses. You must follow the rule. But on the signs "buts" is spelled 

"butts". Why is this funny?
5. Why was the ban overturned?
6. Have you ever felt discriminated against?



Idioms with FACE  -Read the sentence. Find the meaning  below that matches the idiom.

1. Sherry broke her mother's prized Chinese vase. She'll have to face the music when her mother 
returns.

2. On the face of it, the problem looks easy to solve. But there might be complications that we haven't 
considered.

3. I never have liked Tim. But he seems to adore my daughter. He proposed to her and insisted he wants 
only to make her happy. I have to take his proposal at face value, though I worry that he isn't sincere.

4. I feel like the company is more interested in saving face than in solving the problem.
5. I couldn't help but laugh when I caught a glimpse of the child making faces at the back of the room.
6. I just couldn't keep a straight face when the child stuck out his tongue at the president.
7. We've spoken on the phone numerous times, but we've never met face to face.
8. Sam is a really boring speaker, though I would never say that to his face.
9. He must face the fact that he is addicted if he is to ever get treatment for his drug problem.
10. The two candidates will face off in the presidential debate.

Meaning:
A. accept that a difficult problem exists
B. physically close to someone and talking with them
C. at first glance
D. stop from laughing
E. keeping the respect of the people
F. get in a position where you ready to fight, argue or compete
G. say it directly to someone
H. to accept something as being the way it looks
I. accept the unpleasant consequences of your actions
J. making expressions with your face to make people laugh or anger them

Read these conversations. Explain the meaning of the bold words or phrases.

Jan:  I'm going for a facial next week. I haven't had one since the virus struck.
Li:  Do you think that's safe?
Jan:  She will be wearing a mask and face shield, so I think it will be alright.

1. Why hasn't Jan had a facial recently?
2. Why does Jan think it will be safe?
3. Do you have facials regularly?  Have you ever had a facial? 
4. Would you have a facial during Covid?

Suzy:  Jim had a surprised look on his face when I mentioned his wife's pregnancy. I hope I didn't spill 
the beans.



Tammy:  Surely his wife has told him. She called me right after the test to tell me. She was so excited. I 
assumed that she had already told her husband. Do you think it's possible that she told us before she 
told him?
Suzy:  That would be really awful for Jim to find out his wife was pregnant from her office mates.

1. What made Suzy think she might have spilled the beans?   
2. Have you ever spilled the beans?
3. What had Tammy assumed?

Jane:  The new building has a day care facility on the bottom floor. I can drop my baby there while I 
work. When it's time to breast feed him, I can just walk downstairs. 
Delia:  That's a terrific perk for working moms. It's so hard to leave your baby when you have to go back 
to work. 
Jane:  Yes, this definitely makes the transition easier.

1. What kind of facility is in the new building?
2. What is a perk?
3. What perks do companies in your country offer for working mothers?
4. What is the transition Jane is talking about?
5. What transitions have you found hard?


