
FUMC ESL 9-3-2020 High Intermediate and Advanced Online Lesson 

Introduce yourself and tell:   What is your favorite room in the house?


Last week we asked you what is something about American culture you don't understand. You 
had a lot of good answers. Today we're going to talk about one part of American culture that 
some people find hard to understand. Why are Americans so particular about their kitchens?


Americans are kind of obsessive about their kitchens. Kitchens have to be big with space for 
several people at once. There has to be lots of counter space so several people can help 
prepare food. And those counters should be granite or some expensive material. No tile and no 
laminate. There has to be lots of cabinet space because we have lots of dishes and lots of pots 
and pans.  All the appliances need to match. Heaven forbid we have a black oven and a 
stainless steel refrigerator. And eat-in kitchens are all the rage. Sure you have a dining room 
with a dining table if you want to sit down at a table and eat. But every kitchen should have 
counter space with bar stools that push underneath so you can sit down and have a quick bite 
without bothering to set the table. 


And you'll  probably want a completely new kitchen every ten years or so. You certainly don't 
want to be guilty of having a "dated" kitchen.


Why are we Americans so obsessive about our kitchens? Most of us don't cook that much in 
them. And how often, really, do more than one or two people work in the kitchen at the same 
time. Why do we need acres of counter space? 


And do we really need all those cabinets. I don't know about you, but I have pans in my 
cupboards that I have never ever used. I have a springform pan. Never used it. It wasn't a gift. I 
bought it myself. I was in a kitchen store, yes, we have kitchen stores that have nothing in them 
but cool stuff for your kitchen. Anyway, about the springform pan, I picked it up. I couldn't 
figure out what it was. The salesperson said, "Oh, that's a springform pan. You use it when you 
make cheesecakes."   "Gosh," I said," I'd better have one of those. That will come in handy 
when I make my next cheesecake." It was only when I got home that I realized, I've never 
made a cheesecake in my life. Neither do I plan to start making cheesecakes. I can buy an 
excellent cheesecake from the deli down the street. So that springform pan sits in my cabinets 
taking up space. 


So why do we obsess about kitchens? Who knows?  Is this different in your culture?


1. How are kitchens in America different than those in your country? For example, I've heard 
some Chinese students say they didn't have an oven in their kitchen.


2. What things do you think you "must have" in your kitchen?

3. How are appliances different in your country?

4. Do have any kitchen tools you never use?

5. How often do you cook?

6. Do you go to "kitchen" stores?  Have you bought anything there?




Prepositions are always problematic for ESL students, so let's practice some sentences. 

1.I’m sorry _____ interrupting.
2.I’m sorry ___ interrupt.
3.I’m happy____ see you.
4.You are having a baby!  I’m so happy ____ you.
5.You didn’t clean up your room. I’m not happy _____ you.
6.I  wake up early.  My wife says that I get up _____ the sun.
7.I like to go _____ long walks in the morning.
8.Can you go _______ me to the doctor’s office?
9. I am _______ trouble because I forgot to do my homework.
10. They'll be along in a minute. We'll wait ______ them here.
11. Can I get anything _______ you while I'm at the store?
12._______ some situations, it is best to go _______ someone.
13. What did the teacher say ______ her?
14. _____ an emergency, call 911.
15. My grandfather was ______ his eighties when he died.

Homophones have the same sound but different meaning, and they are often spelled differently. These 
sentences have the wrong homophone. Correct them. Some have more than one mistake.

1. Things are not as they seam.
2. On the hole, he’s a nice person.
3. He new better, but he did it anyway.
4. Always try to by low and cell high.
5. Didn’t you here me call you?
6. A rank lower than general is kernel.
7. Do not medal in the affairs of others.
8. Do you really knead the money?
9. I will have a stake sandwich on rye bread.
10. In church, we always sing a him before the lesson.
11. When his car broke down, he called for a toe truck.
12. Last night we went to the maul to try on shoes.
13. He was not aloud to stay up late at night.
14. My son has groan two inches this year.
15. He scent flowers to his mother on Mother’s Day.
16. I love the sent of vanilla when my mother is baking.
17. If you need dough too much, it gets tough.
18. The injured animal growned in pain.

The underlined word in these sentences is the wrong part of speech. Correct them. If there is an 
idiom or phrase you don't know, ask about it.
1. She is so generosity. She would give you the shirt off her back.
2. Everyone needs a little romantic in their life.
3. He lifts weights every day. His strong amazes me.



4. We were so misery after grandmother died. She was the heart and soul of this family.
5. The complex of the body's cell structure makes it difficult to understand.
6. My new bicycle is collapse so we can take it with us on our trip. It folds right up and we can put it in 

the trunk.
7. A huge house is not always the most desire choice. You have to spend a lot of time cleaning and 

caring for it.
8. After she has a few drinks, she loses all her inhibit.
9. Stress related illness is now a fairly common occur.
10. The weight of an atom can be measured with great precise.

Discuss:

1-Is it important to have romance in your relationship?  Who is the more romantic partner in your 
relationship? What kind of romantic things would you like your partner to do for you? 
2-If you could afford to completely upgrade your home, what would be the first thing on your list?


