
A Chair for my Mother

by Vera B. Williams


Introduce yourself and tell your group if this story reminds you of anything in your life.


Re-read the story and ask questions about vocabulary and meaning.


Discussion questions:


Have you ever saved coins in a large jar like the family in the story?


Has there been something that you wanted very much and needed to save money for a 
long time to get?


Can you give an example of a time when friends and neighbors worked together to 
help someone?


What do you think about the art in the story? How does it help to tell the story?


Do you have a piece of furniture that has special meaning to you?


The author told this story about writing the book: 


The author says that this book honors her mother. The author grew up during the Great 
Depression. Her family did not have a lot of furniture and that was not very important to 
them. One day she and her sister came home from school, and there was a new chair. 
It was green and upholstered. Her mother had recently found a new job and made a 
down payment on the chair. After that it seemed that when she and her sister would ask 
for some money to buy something or to go somewhere, her mother would say they had 
to save money to make the monthly chair payments. The author hated to hear how 
worried her mother sounded, so one day she yelled at her mother, “But why did you buy 
the chair now? Why didn’t you wait till we really had money to pay for it?” And her 
mother told her with great dignity, “I don’t intend to work all my life and have nowhere to 
sit down.”
The author said, “I knew as sure as I knew anything that my mother should have a 
chair.” Her mother had done so much for her and often supported the family when her 
father did not have a job.

What are your thoughts about this story of the author’s mother and the chair she 
bought?


