
Voices in the Park 
Written and illustrated by Anthony Browne


Anthony Browne is a former Children’s Laureate (England). He is known for his playful 
illustrations. The books are part of a game he plays with the readers. He hides surprises in his 
drawings. In this story, four people tell about their experience at the park.  

Vocabulary: 

pedigree - A pedigree animal is considered good quality because all of its ancestors are known 
and are the same breed. Breed - a particular kind of animal. A poodle is a breed of dog. 

scruffy - not neat, clean, or orderly 

mongrel - a dog with parents of different breeds 

shoo - to tell an animal or person to leave. You often use your hands to shoo something or 
someone away. 

twit - a silly or foolish person 

wimp - a weak person who lacks confidence, courage, etc. 
 
Introduce yourself and tell the group your first impression of the book. 

Re-read the story and discuss the questions: 

What do we know about the four characters and how do we know this about them? 

Point of view - a way of looking at or thinking about something 
Each of the four characters in the story has a different point of view. They each see their time at 
the park in a different way. Why do they experience the same situation differently? 

Think of a time when you and another person thought very differently about a shared 
experience. 

How does the author use color and shadows to help tell the story? 

Compare the two pictures of walking past the wall. Why are they so different? 

The shape of the mother’s hat is in many of the pictures. Why do you think they are included? 

How do the trees change throughout the book?  

What other surprises did you find in the pictures? 

What do you think is the most important picture in the book? Why? 

What are the main ideas of the story? 

Do you think a child would like this book? What might a child learn from this book? 

Tell about an experience you had at a park.


