
FUMC ESL 10-22-2020  High Intermediate and Advanced Online Lesson


Introduce yourself. Tell where you are from and where you live now. Talk about a situation that 
makes you feel stressful.


Several people asked to have Oxymorons and the poem back on the lesson for Thursday as 
most  didn't finish this section.


OXYMORONS: a phrase with contradictory terms. For example, pretty is a nice adjective, ugly 
is a negative adjective, but when used together, pretty ugly has a different meaning.


Oxymorons can be hard for non-native English speakers to understand. Read the examples of 
oxymorons below. Tell how the words are opposites and what they mean when used together.


1. That baby is pretty ugly. Hopefully she'll be cuter when she is older.

2. He was clearly confused about what he should do to avoid getting Covid.

3. The trip was pretty awful. The person next to me on the plane coughed and sneezed 

through the whole flight. 

4. I know it seems tough to forbid Tim from living with us when he is using drugs, but 

sometimes you have to be cruel to be kind. 
5. There was a deafening silence when the ballerina fell.

6. I ordered the jumbo shrimp. 
7. There was a small crowd at the protest march.

8. The crowds at the restaurant are growing smaller. 
9. Parting is such a sweet sorrow. 
10. The cards were in random order when I received them.

11. Graduation was bittersweet. I was happy that I finally graduated, but I knew I would miss 

seeing all my friends I had grown up with.

12. This president is a liar. That's old news.

13. Our company is really busy now, and I shouldn't take any time off, but this will be a 

working vacation. 
14. My husband and I love being alone together. 
15. The beginning pilot had a crash landing. 

This poem about vegetables and fruit relies on pronunciation to make a joke.  The 
translation for this poem is on the right. 

Do You Carrot All for Me? 

Do you carrot all for me?                                         	  Do you care at all for me? 
My heart beets for you,	 	 	 	 My heart beats for you. 
With your turnip nose		 	 	 	 With your turned up nose 
And your radish face,		 	 	 	 And your "radish ???" face. 
You are a peach.	 	 	 	 	 You are a peach. 
If we cantaloupe,	 	 	 	 	 If we can't elope. 



Lettuce marry:		 	 	 	 	 Let us marry. 
Weed make a swell pear.	 	 	 	 We'd make a swell pair. 

Have You Ever Seen 

Have you ever seen a sheet on a river bed? 
Or a single hair from a hammer’s head? 
Has the foot of a mountain any toes? 
And is there a pair of garden hose? 
Does the needle ever wink its eye? 
Why doesn’t the wing of a building fly? 
Can you tickle the ribs of a parasol? 
Or open the trunk of a tree at all? 
Are the teeth of a rake ever going to bite? 
Have the hands of a clock any left or right? 
Can the garden plot be deep and dark? 
And what is the sound of the birch’s bark? 

Explanation:  This poem might be confusing for non-native speakers because it uses words 
with multiple meanings.  For example, a bed is usually thought of as a place where you sleep. 
But we also talk about the river bed as the channel in which a river flows. So the question, 
"Have you seen a sheet on a river bed?" is pointing out these difference in meaning in a funny 
way.  

Discuss the meaning of: 
the foot of the mountain versus the foot at the end of your leg 
a pair of hose you wear on your legs versus a garden hose 
the eye of a needle versus the eye in your face 
the wing of a fly versus the wing of a building 
the ribs on a human vs the ribs of an umbrella (parasol) 
a trunk you store things in versus the trunk of a tree 
the teeth in your mouth versus the teeth on a rake or saw 
the hands at the ends of your arms versus the hands of a clock 
the plot of a novel versus a garden plot 
the bark of a dog versus the bark of a tree. 

Burn UP or Burn DOWN::How prepositions change the meaning of a phrase. 

We say we burned up all the wood in the fireplace. We wouldn't say we burned down all the 
wood in the fireplace. On the other hand, houses burn down, not up. 



Burn up comes from the idea that the thing is used up. Burn down usually means something 
burned down to the ground. It is uncommon to hear, "My house burned up." but you might 
occasionally hear someone say that. It is not the correct usage. 

Check out these other examples: 
1. The satellite burned up as it entered the earth's atmosphere. 
2. It's so hot in this room. I'm burning up. 
3. The warehouse burned down during the electrical storm. 
4. Jet engines burn up their fuel very quickly. 
5. All my clothes burned up when my house burned down. 
6. Feel his forehead. He's burning up. His fever is high. 
7. I burned up the peas. I had to throw them out. 

When you are angry about something, you are burned up not burned down. EX: It burns me up 
that our president doesn't pay taxes.  In other words, it makes me angry. 

Finish this sentence (teachers first so students have an example):  It burns me up when  
___________________________________________________________________________ 

Idioms with BURN 

1. Were your ears burning, Tim? We were talking about you. 
2. I tried to fry fish last night, but I burned them to a crisp. 
3. Priscilla burned her bridges when she said she was quitting and insulted the manager. She 

won't ever work here again. 
4. I was very polite when I told the manager I was leaving for another job. I didn't want to burn 

my bridges. 
5. Money always burns a hole in my pocket. If I have cash, I will probably spend it by the end 

of the day. 
6. Teachers have extra duties because of Covid. They are working hard to teach online and 

also in their classroom. Many of them are getting burned out. I think many will quit and find 
another easier career. 

7. Pat burned through all the money he inherited from his father. Now he will have to try to 
find a job. 

8. No wonder poor Maria is sick. She is burning her candles at both ends. She is working 
from home while trying to monitor her children's online schooling. Then at night, when they 
are asleep, she participates in Zoom classes at the community college. I don't know when 
she sleeps. 

9. I got out some frozen fruit this morning for a smoothie, but it had freezer burn. I couldn't 
use it. I should have wrapped it a thicker plastic bag. 



10. I got burned by that hotel. They offered me a good rate, so I made the reservation. But 
then they ended up charging me $50 a night to park my car in their garage.  

Discuss: 
1. Do you burn things often when cooking? 
2. Have you ever burned yourself badly by accident? 
3. What can you do if you want to leave a company but you don't want to burn your bridges? 
4. Does money burn a hole in your pocket. If someone gives you a hundred dollar bill, would 

you run out and spend it, or put it in the bank for a future purchase? 
5. What careers have a high burn out rate?  Have you ever felt burned out in your job or your 

life? 
6. Do you know anyone who inherited money and burned through it quickly? 
7. Do you feel you are burning your candle at both ends? Explain. 
8. Which would be a worse feeling "burning up" or "freezing to death". This answer depends 

on whether you can tolerate heat or cold better. 


