
FUMC ESL 10-29-2020   High Intermediate and  Advanced Lesson        HALLOWEEN

Label these pictures:

Teachers: Have the students read each number. Ask them about vocabulary they might not know. Then 
encourage discussion on the questions. 

1-Halloween is about scaring and being scared…..Share with the group your scariest moment since 
you’ve been in the US. 

2-List some things you’re scared of…. (snakes, spiders, the dark, ....) 

3-Have you ever been trick or treating? Have your children? Were you living in the U.S. last Halloween? 
Did you have trick or treaters come to your door? 

4-Have you ever been to a Halloween party? Did you wear a costume? Describe your costume. 

5-Have you ever carved a pumpkin? Do you like to eat pumpkin? We eat pumpkin in pies. We roast 
pumpkin seeds for snacks. How do you like to prepare pumpkin? Do you eat any other types of gourds? 

6-Do you believe in ghosts? Did you like scary ghost stories when you were young?  

7-Have you ever been to a haunted house? Was it fun or too frightening? 

8-Witches fly on broomsticks, have black cats, make witch’s brew in black cauldrons. In the 1600’s, 
people were burned at the stake for being witches. That was a shameful time in our history. People were 
very superstitious. Are people superstitious in your country?   Some superstitions in this country are: don't 
walk under a ladder, breaking a mirror means seven years of bad luck, if a cat crosses your path that's 
bad luck. Name some superstitions in your country. 

9-Halloween has been celebrated for thousands of years in the British Isles. Before Christianity,  people 
believed that during the three days from October 31st to November 2nd, the boundary between the 
material world and the spiritual world was porous (there were holes in it). It was easy for spirits to move 
back and forth during this time. Sometimes people dressed as witches or spirits to try to keep evil spirits 
from harming them. Bonfires would be built on the hilltops. People would extinguish their hearth fires and 
re-light them from the common bonfire. Perhaps jack o lanterns were used at this time to bring the fire 
back to the home. Poor people and children would disguise themselves in costumes and go from house 
to house begging. 

10-After Christianity, the church changed this holiday. It became a time to honor the hallowed (sacred) 
souls of people who had died. It became known as All Souls Day or All Saints Day. 

11-Do you celebrate Halloween or a holiday like it in your country? How is it celebrated? Do you have a 
holiday to honor those who have died? What customs are part of this celebration? 



12-Would you allow your children to trick or treat? Do you think it is dangerous? 

13-How old is too old to trick or treat? Is it OK for teenagers to trick or treat? 

14-Do you see any Halloween decorations that you feel are inappropriate? 

15-Vampires suck your blood. Have you ever seen a vampire movie?  Do you like scary movies? 

16-Sometimes older kids will dare each other to do scary things. For example, go to a cemetery at night 
or go down into a scary basement. Did you ever do something scary because someone dared you to? 

17-An apparition is a ghost or ghost like image of a person. Have you ever seen an apparition? 

18-Do you believe the spirits of the dead can contact us?  Here's an interesting story which the author 
claims is absolutely true. 

 A mother and daughter had been quite close their whole lives. When the mother got very old, the 
daughter moved back into her mother's house to care for her. Just before the mother died, the daughter 
said, "Mother, we have always been so close that I think I will feel your presence in this house even after 
you've died." The mother said, "After I die, if there is any way my spirit can contact you, I will. So pay 
attention."   

Mother and daughter had a laugh about that. They didn't really believe that would be possible. Several 
weeks later, the mother died. A week after the death of her mother, the daughter was curled up on the 
couch where her mother always sat. The daughter was trying to read, but she could not pay attention to 
her book as she was missing her mother so very much. She began to cry quietly. Suddenly, a book from 
the top shelf of the bookcase came crashing to  the floor. The daughter, scared to death, jumped up and 
looked around. She picked up the book. Then she looked up at the bookshelf. She had just dusted the 
bookshelf the day before and she knew very well that the book had been pushed deep onto the shelf. 
How in the world could it have fallen off the shelf. 

The daughter believes her mother was signaling her from the afterworld. The daughter said it gives her 
great relief to feel that her mother is watching over her, not able to intervene, but still being a spiritual 
presence in her life. 

What do you think of this story?  Do you ever feel the presence of someone who has died? 

Read the sentence and define the underlined word. 
1.We were reading quietly when suddenly we heard a bloodcurdling scream.
2.When we entered the old, abandoned house, we heard an eerie noise. We left in a hurry.
3.We were so frightened, we couldn’t sleep.
4.The children were disguised as ghosts. We couldn’t recognize them.
5.Creatures from the supernatural world run about collecting candy on Halloween.
6.They didn’t give us any candy, so we played a prank on them.
7.There was a hair-raising noise coming from the basement.

Read these silly Halloween riddles. Tell why they are funny.  
1-How do you fix a jack-o-lantern? 

With a pumpkin patch. 
2-What did the french fries dress up as for Halloween? 

Masked potatoes. 
3-What do you call a witch who lives at the beach? 

A sand witch. 



4-What do you get when you cross a snowman with a vampire? 
Frostbite. 

5-Why didn’t the skeleton cross the road? 
 He didn’t have the guts. 
6-What do you call a skeleton who won’t work? 
 Lazy bones 


