
Christmas Lesson with ANSWERS


FUMC ESL Christmas Lesson 

Take this test and see how many points you score. 1 point for each correct 
answer.

1. What is a mantle?  OK, your English teacher actually misspelled this word. A mantle 
is a cloak, cape or shawl worn mostly by women. The word I should have written is 
mantel. A mantel is a small shelf that is just above the fireplace. This just proves that 
even certified English teachers can make mistakes. It's a complicated language.

2. What do you hang on the mantel?  We hang stockings on the mantel. Santa fills 
them with small gifts of candy, fruit or toys.

3. Who comes down the chimney?  Santa Claus, of course!
4. What goes under the Christmas tree?  presents
5. What are ornaments and what do we do with them?  Christmas ornaments are 

decorations that are hung on the Christmas tree.
6. Where does Santa live?  according to western tradition, he lives at the North Pole, 

though some of our students insist he lives in Turkey or Iran.
7. What do elves do?  Elves help Santa make toys in his toy workshop. They also help 

him load his sleigh on Christmas eve.
8. What is a sleigh?  A sleigh is a sled with runners on the bottom for use on snow. It is 

usually pulled by horses, but Santa's sleigh is pulled by flying reindeer.
9. Who pulls Santa's sleigh? Nine reindeer pull Santa's sleigh
10.Where does Santa go on his sleigh?  He flies around the world delivering presents.
11. Who has a red nose? Rudolph the red-nosed reindeer.
12.Who is the greedy, stingy old man who hates Christmas?  Ebenezer Scrooge is a 

character from Charles Dicken's "A Christmas Carol".  The story is about a mean, 
stingy old man who hates Christmas, but is reformed at the end of the story.  A 
scrooge has come to mean anyone who is miserly, greedy and hates Christmas.

13.What does "bah humbug" mean?  It's an exclamation that conveys grumpiness and 
displeasure. Ebenezer Scrooge often said, "bah humbug".  We sometimes use that if 
we are frustrated about a situation.

14.Who are Mary and Joseph?  Mary and Joseph are the parents of Jesus.
15.Mary and Joseph spent the night in a 1) hotel  2) bed and breakfast  3) tavern  4) 

stable.    Mary and Joseph spent Christmas Eve in a stable.
16.Jesus was placed in a ______________ to  sleep.  According to the song, Jesus 

was placed in a manger.  A manger is an open trough where hay for horses and 
cows was placed.



17.What two animals were there?  In the stable were an ox and an ass. In modern 
terms, we would say a cow and a donkey.

18.What are magi?  Magi were wise men who studied the stars. Today we might call 
them astronomers. In the 3rd or 4th century a legend developed that they were 
kings. So you will frequently see them wearing very rich clothing and crowns.

19.What three gifts did the magi bring?  They brought three of the most valuable 
products of the first century: gold, frankincense and myrrh.

20.What did the magi follow to Bethlehem?  The magi came from "the east" and 
followed a star to Bethlehem.

21.Who visited Jesus besides the magi?  Shepherds visited Jesus.
22.Who told the shepherds to go to Bethlehem? An angel appeared to the shepherds 

and told them about the Christ child.
23.The night before Christmas is called ______________________.  Christmas Eve   

Eve stands for evening.
24.Who is Frosty?  Frosty is a snowman who dances and plays with the children.
25.What is Frosty afraid will happen?  Frosty is afraid he will melt.
26.What are Christmas carols?  Carols are songs sung at Christmas
27.What are two Christmas colors?  red and green are the most common Christmas 

colors
28.What should you expect if you stand under mistletoe?  to be kissed
29.Why do kids write letters to Santa?  Kids ask Santa for gifts.
30.How do you get a white Christmas?  You get a white Christmas if it snows.
31.What saint is Santa Claus named for?  Saint Nicholas     If you say "Saint Nicholas" 

very fast it begins to sound like Santa Claus.

Fill in the blanks to these songs. 

Jingle bells, Jingle bells
Jingle all the way,
Oh, what fun it is to ride
In a one-horse open sleigh.

Rudolph the red nosed reindeer,
Had a very shiny nose.
And if you ever saw him,
You would even think it glows.

Frosty the snowman,



was a jolly, happy soul
With a corncob pipe and a button nose
And two eyes made out of coal

Deck the halls with boughs of holly, fa la la la la la la la la
Tis the season to be jolly, fa la la la la la la la la

If you celebrate Christmas, talk about your Christmas traditions.

If you don't celebrate Christmas, talk about your favorite holiday and how 
you celebrate it.

How do Brits and Americans celebrate Christmas differently?

1-Brits go on holidays, Americans take vacations. We use holiday to mean a special 
day when most people are off work. It is possible to have a holiday in the middle of your 
vacation.

2-Brits drink wassail. Sometimes Americans do also, but we like eggnog as well, which 
the Brits are not so fond of.

3-Brits celebrate Boxing day on the day after Christmas. It is a holiday in Britain (usually 
called a bank holiday because the banks are closed). It was originally the day for 
servants and tradesmen to receive presents from their employers, but it's now a big 
shopping day akin to Black Friday in the United States.

Christmas Idioms

trim the tree-put the decorations on the tree.  Also means cut a small amount off. You 
can trim your hair, or trim your bangs.

snowed under-to have more work than you can do. EX: I can't take a vacation now, I'm 
snowed under at work.

snowball effect-an event in which one event causes more events and the pace 
increases faster and faster. EX: The success of the U.S. women's national team has 
had a snowball effect causing more and more young girls to be interested in playing 
soccer.



stocking stuffer-a stocking is a long sock. We hang stockings on the mantle at 
Christmas. A stocking suffer is a small gift that we put inside the children's stockings. 
EX: This year I bought the kids small flashlights as a stocking stuffer.

Tommy's Christmas (talk about the underlined idioms)

It was Christmas Day, 25th of December
And I knew right away it would be one to remember!

I was very excited and ran all around
Till Grandma said, "Tommy, you must settle down!"

She didn't give me even one little chance,
Before she told me I had ants in my pants.

She told me,  "You know you're the apple of my eye,
but sometimes I am not really sure why!"

My aunt arrived, she's a fish out of water.
Even though, she's my grandma's daughter.

Family gatherings make her worry
And she always hopes they'll end in a hurry.

Grandpa told stories and I was all ears.
He's told some good ones over the years.

When he tells a joke, I can't keep a straight face!
He tells every story at the perfect pace.

I love Grandpa's jokes, but not all do agree.
Grandpa's jokes aren't my aunt's cup of tea.

We all sat around and chewed the fat.
My family always loves a good, long chat.

Grandma cooked a delicious meal.
I love her cooking and think it's ideal.

Grandma bakes cookies once in a blue moon,
She makes up the dough and dishes it out with a spoon.

We ate a few cookies and then ate some more.
Then Grandpa fell asleep and started to snore.

Grandpa fell asleep right in his chair.



Grandma gave him a long, stern stare.

She couldn't believe he had hit the hay.
If we'd let him, Grandpa would sleep the whole day.

"Wake him up,"  she said. "He shouldn't be lazy."
"To sleep through Christmas day is just crazy."

My sister and I gave Grandpa a poke,
Hoping he'd wake up and tell us a joke.

He jumped and sat up and we sighed with relief.
He promised, "Next year, I'll turn over a new leaf."

I promise next year not to sleep in my chair. 
And I promise Grandma to keep out of her hair.

Sister and I each got a fine present.
All in all, our Christmas was pleasant.

My favorite holiday is the 25th of December.
Hope you have a holiday you'll always remember.


