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Talking About the Future: 
Some phrases are commonly used to refer to actions or events in the future with a meaning 
similar to “about to”.

EX: I’m about to give up on this project. It just seems too difficult for me.


People can be “about to starve” or “on the verge of starvation”.

Scientists are about to discover the cure for cancer. OR  Scientists are on the brink of a 
discovery to cure cancer.

She was so exhausted she was about to collapse. OR She was at the point of collapse.


We use “due” to say that something is expected to happen.  EX: My car is due for an oil 
change.  The company’s chief executive is due to retire next year.

We can also use “set”. EX: The executive is set to retire in 2018.

We use “bound to be” to refer to a thing that will surely happen. EX: There is bound to be 
parking in one of these lots.

We use “look to” to talk about something we intend to do in the future. EX: We look to add 
over one hundred entry level jobs this year.  OR   We aim to add one hundred jobs.


Read these conversations and explain their meaning in your own words.  

A: The decision of Conoco to relocate its international headquarters to Switzerland is bound to 
raise questions about the government’s new tax. It seems that other major financial firms are 
also on the point of moving their headquarters out of London.

B: The country is on the verge of driving all business overseas. Government must face up to 
the economic chaos this could cause.


C: NASA’s latest Mars probe is set to launch today. A spokesperson said that the probe would 
be bringing back rock samples that are sure to provide exciting new information about the 
planet.

D: These new discoveries may point to life on Mars. I think we’re on the brink of some major 
new discoveries.


DISCUSS: 
Talk about something that you are “sure to” do in 2018.


VOCABULARY: Words with similar meanings 

interfere - intervene: Intervene is to “step in”. It is neutral in meaning. Interfere is to “involve 
yourself” and it usually has a negative meaning. 

EX: The UN should intervene to stop the civil war.   She shouldn’t interfere in their marriage.


Meddle is another word that has negative connotations. EX: Mother in laws should not meddle 
in the affairs of their children.


Question: When and whether to intervene is sometimes a cultural question. Talk about whether 
you would intervene in these situations:

a-you see a man knock a woman down and steal her purse




b-a man and woman are arguing loudly in a restaurant

c-a mother is spanking her child in public

d-a man slugs his wife in the face as they sit in a bar

e-someone is clearly lost and in need of directions

f-a family who are obviously foreign is having trouble figuring out which train platform they 
should be on

g-a woman is struggling to carry her children and luggage at the same time

h-a woman is chasing her small child who has pulled away from her and run


An idiom for “meddle” is “butt in”. EX: Her mother is always butting in to her personal life.


in the shade of - in the shadow of: EX: We sat in the shade of an old oak tree. (positive 
associaton)  They lived in the shadow of a belching petrochemical factory (negative 
association)


You can also live in the shadow of an older sibling. The meaning is that you were unnoticed 
due to the attention your older sibling was getting.


Question: Did you grow up in the shadow of a sister or brother who got most of the attention? 
In some families girls grow up in the shadow of the boys of the family. Was this true in your 
family?


modest - bashful: If you are modest, you don’t brag or call attention to yourself. If you are 
bashful, you try to avoid attention. EX: The modest young women insisted on wearing long 
sleeves into the church. The bashful child hid behind his mother’s skirts.


Question:  Are you either modest or bashful?  Is modesty valued in your culture?


lasting - durable: Lasting is persisting for an extended period of time. Durable is able to resist 
wear. EX: We all hoped for a lasting peace. A porcelain finish is more durable than others.


Question:  Do you think most consumer goods are more or less durable than in the past. Can 
you give an example?


glance - glimpse: A glimpse is something that catches your eye, while a glance is a quick look. 
EX: I caught a glimpse of her through the car window.  The man glanced at my gold watch 
repeatedly. 


Question: A glance can have multiple meanings. You can glance at someone you want to flirt 
with, or glance at someone who is doing something you don’t approve of, or glance at 
someone to show you recognize they are there. What other things can you say with a glance? 
Demonstrate.


