
FUMC ESL 1-7-2021 High Intermediate and Advanced Online Lesson 

Introduce yourself: Tell your name, where you are from and where you live now. 

Answer this question: What kinds of things really "get on your nerves"?


Pronunciation: More Reductions 

Monday we worked with reductions where the H is dropped, as in "Givim the ball," or "He 
shouldav called us," or "What'ser name?"   Today we'll look at some others.


Look at these reductions in bold print and tell what the exact words are.


1. whass up?                                  what is 

2. Lemme see it                              _________________________

3. Gimme it.                                     _________________________

4. Wudja open the door for me       ___________________________

5. I'm gonna call you later.              ____________________________

6. I wanna turn!                                ____________________________

7. He hasta go.                                ____________________________

8. I dunno.                                       ________________________

9. What kinda animal is that?          __________________________

10. I betcha I can climb that wall.      ________________________

11. I'll getcha a soda.                         __________________________

12. Howarya?                                     _________________________

13. I wancha to do your work now.   __________________________

14. Howdya open this thing?             _________________________

15. It's alotta fun!                               __________________________


Vocabulary:  NERVE IDIOMS

The word nerves can be used to describe worry, nervousness or anxiety about something 
that is going to happen:

 
"I always suffer from nerves when I have to make a speech in front of lots of people." 
"Have a drink of whiskey to calm your nerves before you make your speech."


to be a bundle of nerves / a bag of nerves 
This idiom is used to show you are nervous about something: 
"I was a bundle of nerves before my big job interview."


to get on somebody's nerves 
When we annoy somebody a lot we get on their nerves. 
"We really started to get on each others nerves when we lived in that small apartment 
together." 
"Can you hear that banging sound? It's really getting on my nerves!"


 



to have nerves of steel 
To be very brave. When you have nerves of steel your are fearless and have courage: 
"I think all firefighters have nerves of steel." 
"You need nerves of steel to be a Formula 1 race driver."


to hit / touch a (raw) nerve 
To make someone unhappy or upset by saying something the person doesn't like. 
"I think I hit a nerve when I mentioned she was getting fat. I wish I'd hadn't said anything." 
"She looked really upset when you talked about her 40th birthday. You really touched a 
nerve when you discussed her age."


to lose your nerve 
When you lose your nerve you become too scared to do something. 
"I was going to try bungee jumping but I lost my nerve and didn't do it." 
"Don't lose your nerve now. You promised to ride the roller-coaster with me."


to have a lot of nerve 
When someone has a lot of nerve they show great rudeness; a lot of audacity or brashness. 
"You took my seat! You have a lot of nerve sitting there!" 
"Did you hear him tell those children to sit down and shut up?  Boy does he have a lot of 
nerve."


to get butterflies in your stomach 
Used when someone is nervous about something.

"I always get butterflies in my stomach when I have to speak in public."


Idiom Multiple Choice.  Pick the correct idiom. 

1. When we arrived at the scene of the car accident the driver was (near death). 
 
 a)   hanging out his shingle 
 b)   drawing blood 
 c)   at death's door 
 d)   going under the knife 

2. After walking home in the rain I (became sick) with a cold. 
 
 a)   broke out 
 b)   came down 
 c)   took a turn for the worse 
 d)   blacked out 

3. My father is (healthy again) after his recent illness. 
 
 a)   back on his feet 
 b)   under the weather 
 c)   breathing his last 

 



 d)   having a physical 

4. Our secretary has been working very hard and is (getting into poor condition). 
 
 a)   over the worst 
 b)   getting a splitting headache 
 c)   up and about 
 d)   getting run down 

5. Although the man is very sick I think that he will (recover). 
 
 a)   be a bundle of nerves 
 b)   throw up 
 c)   pull through 
 d)   flare up


6. I went to the doctor last week and (got a medical check-up). 
 
 a)   ran a temperature 
 b)   had a physical 
 c)   felt on top of the world 
 d)   went under the knife 

7. After eating the seafood at the small restaurant the man began to (vomit). 
 
 a)   throw up 
 b)   look the picture of health 
 c)   feel fit 
 d)   break out 

8. The man was forced to (go to a psychiatrist) after he began to act crazy at work. 
 
 a)   go to a shrink 
 b)   go under the knife 
 c)   run some tests 
 d)   pull through 

9. The trainer was able to (restore the boxer to consciousness) after he fainted and fell to the 
floor. 
 
 a)   throw the boxer up 
 b)   run in the boxer's family 
 c)   bring the boxer around 
 d)   black the boxer out 

10. Last night my grandmother (became sicker). 
 
 a)   burnt herself out 
 b)   got a clean bill of health 
 c)   breathed her last 
 d)   took a turn for the worse 

 



Read. What do you think the idiom in bold means?  Answer the discussion questions. 

Sam: I was just looking over our company accounts and realized our accountant has Illegally 
moved money into secret company accounts to avoid having to pay income tax on those 
earnings. I have to report this.

Tara: Be careful, Sam. If you report this, you'll probably get fired. You might want to turn a 
blind eye to this.  Just pretend you didn't discover this.


1. What did Sam discover?

2. What did he plan to do about it?

3. What did Tara tell Sam to do?

4. Do you think Tara's advice was good advice?  What would you do in this situation?


Sonya:  Jennifer, the company is having a team chess tournament. Those of us in this 
department want you to be on our team. We've heard you can win hands down. There is a one 
thousand dollar prize for the winning team. We will win for sure if you play for us.

Jennifer:  Sonya, I can't play in this tournament. It's a tournament for recreational chess 
players. I play chess professionally. I've won thousands of dollars playing at professional 
tournaments. It would be fair for me to play against recreational players.

Sonya: You're a traitor, Jennifer. I can't believe you won't help us win!


1. What did Sonya ask Jennifer to do?

2. Why wouldn't Jennifer agree to play?

3. What was Sonya's reaction?

4. Who was right, Sonya or Jennifer?

5. What do you think the other employees in the company would have thought about Jennifer 

playing in a recreational tournament?


 


