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Practice these conversations. Answer the questions.

Dr. Smith: What symptoms do you have Mrs. Jones?
Mrs. Jones: My nose is stopped up. I have a bad headache. My throat hurts when I 
swallow.
Dr. Smith: Have you been running a fever?
Mrs. Jones: I did not take my temperature, but I don’t think so.
Dr. Smith: Open your mouth and stick out your tongue. Your throat looks red. Are you 
coughing?
Mrs. Jones: A little at night. I don’t cough in the daytime.
Dr. Smith: Mrs. Jones, I don’t think you have a cold or the flu. I think you have 
allergies. There is a lot of cedar in the air right now. You should stay inside. You can 
take Claritin. It is an allergy medication. It will help your symptoms. Drink plenty of 
water and get lots of rest. 

Questions:
1.What are Mrs. Jones symptoms?
2.When does Mrs. Jones throat hurt?
3.Did Mrs. Jones take her temperature?
4.Does Mrs. Jones cough in the daytime? 
5.Does Mrs. Jones cough at nightime?
6.What is Dr. Smith’s diagnosis?
7.What does Dr. Smith tell her to take?
8.What other advice does Dr. Smith give Mrs. Jones?

Nurse: What was the doctor’s diagnosis?
Mrs. Jones: The doctor said I have allergies.
Nurse: Did he give you a prescription?
Mrs. Jones: No. He told me to take Claritin.
Nurse: Claritin is an over the counter medicine. You do not need a prescription.
Mrs. Jones: My head is throbbing. Do you have any medicine I could take?
Nurse: Sure. Here are some aspirin. Take two now. 

Questions:
1.Did the doctor give Mrs. Jones a prescription?
2.What is an over the counter drug?
3.What is wrong with Mrs. Jones’ head?
4.What did the nurse give Mrs. Jones?
5.What instructions did the nurse give Mrs. Jones?

Lara: I need to pick up my prescription.



Pharmacist: I have it ready for you. Here it is. Have you taken this medicine before?
Lara: No, I haven’t.
Pharmacist: The dosage is one tablet twice a day. You should take it with food. If you 
take it on an empty stomach, you will get nauseous.
Lara: I will take it with food.
Pharmacist: The doctor also prescribed cough medicine. It is a liquid. The dosage says 
two spoonfuls at bedtime. The warning label says, "May Cause Drowsiness". Don't take 
this medicine if you plan to drive. It might make you fall asleep and have an 
accident.Do you have any questions?
Lara: No, I understand. Thank you.

Questions:
1.Did Lara take this medicine before?
2.How many tablets does Lara take each day?
3.Why will she take the medicine with food?
4.When will Lara take cough medicine?
5.What does the warning label say?
6.Can she drive if she takes the cough medicine?



Read each paragraph. Find the picture above that matches the story. Tell, in your own 
words, what is happening. 

1. Katy is two years old. She is very active. She loves to get into mischief. One day when 
Katy's mom was busy, Katy climbed onto a chair beside the washing machine. She reached 
onto the shelf and got some bleach. Bleach is used to whiten clothes. Katy's mother puts 
bleach in the washer when she washes the white clothing. But bleach is poison. If Katy drinks 
the bleach, it could hurt her. 

 

2. Jon is in his room on the 2nd floor of his house. He smells smoke. But Jon is busy working 
on his homework. Before he knows it, his room has filled with thick, dark smoke. He can't 
breathe.  Jon can see fire in the hallway. He can't get out of his room without going through 
fire. He holds a cloth over his nose. He crawls to the window. He knocks on the window. He 
tries to get the attention of the neighbors outside. He will need help to get out.


3. Old Mrs. Fields started down the stairs to get her paper from the yard. Suddenly, her foot 
slipped and she fell down the stairs. She hurt her back. She sprained her ankle. She is in pain. 
It hurts to move. She shouts for her husband to come out and help her. 


4. Randy has a lot of troubles. After work, Randy often goes to the bar to drink alcohol with his 
friends. Last week, he had too much to drink. He drove home. He hit a car. The man in the car 
was hurt. The police arrested Randy and charged him with DWI (Driving While Intoxicated). 
When Randy's boss found out, he fired Randy. When Randy's girlfriend found out, she broke 
up with him. Now Randy thinks his life is ruined.  He has many pills in his medicine cabinet. He 
decides to take them all at one time. He has a drug overdose. 


5.Linda loves to snow ski. She skis all day long. The weather is very cold. The temperature is 
below zero. Linda doesn't have gloves on. Her hands get very, very cold. She begins to lose 
feeling in her fingers. Linda is suffering from frostbite. Next time she should wear gloves.


6.Tim likes to ride his motorcycle fast. He was riding on a little country road. He was speeding. 
He lost control of his motorcycle and went off the road. His head hit a tree. He didn't die 
because he had a helmet on, but he has a concussion. He begins to go into shock. He feels 
like he might faint. He is shivering. A man saw the accident. He came to help Tim. He covers 
Tim up to keep him warm. He raises Tim's feet up to get blood to his head. He will call an 
ambulance.


7. Mr. Palmer was playing golf. It was a hot day and he suddenly felt very tired. Then he began 
to have pains in his chest.  It really hurts. Mr. Palmer drops his golf bag. He grabs his chest. 

He thinks he is having a heart attack. He must get help fast.


8. Little Bobby climbed a tree in his backyard. He went very high. When he tried to climb down, 
he fell. Bobby broke his arm. His mother took him to the emergency room. The doctor put 
Bobby's arm in a cast. He put a sling on Bobby to hold his arm still. Bobby won't be climbing 
trees again anytime soon.


9. Ginger is having dinner at a restaurant. She swallows a big bite of fish. But it sticks in her 
throat. She begins to choke. She can't breathe. Someone needs to do the Heimlich Maneuver 
on Ginger. Otherwise, she might die.




10. Sam was playing in the shallow end of the pool. His mother went inside to get a drink. Sam 
lost his footing and drifted into the deep end of the pool. Sam couldn't swim. He went under 
water. He was drowning. Fortunately, Sam's mom came out and rescued him.


11. James was working in his workshop. He used the saw to cut a board in two. The saw 
slipped and cut his hand. He bled a lot from the cut. James' friend helped him bandage the 
cut. James will be more careful next time.


12. Landon is allergic to bees. A bee stung him on the forehead. It swelled up and turned red. 
Landon needs to take his allergy medicine now. He will try to stay away from bees.


13. Alan was making toast. A piece of toast got stuck in the toaster. Alan stuck a fork in the 
toaster. He got an electric shock. He must be more careful.


14. Jeff was putting books away on the shelf. The bookshelf fell over. Books hit him on the 
head. The bookshelf hit him on the head. He was injured. He must be more careful.


15. Rob was making coffee. The pot fell over and spilled hot coffee. The coffee burned Rob's 
hand. He has a burn on his hand. 


16. Jan was in a wreck. Her car hit a tree. She hit the windshield. The impact knocked her out. 
She was unconscious. The ambulance driver will take her to the hospital.


Idioms: Read the sentences and tell what the bold idiom means. 

Let's put our heads together and see if we can figure out a plan.


There are three expressions that sound similar but mean different things. You can be hot-
headed, hard-headed or cool-headed. Can you guess what each one means?


They are such an attractive couple. They turn heads everywhere they go.


These two idioms mean the same:  Jan really let her election as chairman go to her head. Yes, 
she got the big head. 


