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Introduce yourself. Tell where you are from and where you live now. February 14th is Valentine's 
Day.  How do you celebrate Valentine's Day in your country?   

The paragraphs below are about people in love. Read the paragraphs. Answer the 
questions under the paragraph.  

1-Jim and Rita are married. But they are not married to each other. Jim is married to Della and 
Rita is married to Richard. But Jim and Rita have known each other for many years. They met in 
college. They often studied together. They became really good friends. They were JUST friends. 
They did not want to be boyfriend or girlfriend.  Later, after college, they both married other 
people. They love their spouses. But Jim and Rita are still good friends. Sometimes they meet for 
lunch or talk on the phone. 

1. Are Jim and Rita married to each other?
2. Who is Jim's wife?   Who is Rita's husband?
3. How did Jim and Rita meet?
4. How did they become good friends?
5. Did Jim and Rita want to be girlfriend and boyfriend?
6. Do Jim and Rita still meet and talk?
7. Do you have any good friends who are of the opposite sex?   Does your husband or wife get 

jealous if you see your male or female friends?

2-Joe is 55 years old. His wife died of cancer last year. Joe was very lonely. His children are 
grown. He misses his wife very much. Recently he started dating a nice woman. She is only 30 
years old. That is a big age difference. His children don't approve. They think he should date a 
woman his own age. They don't like their dad dating someone the same age as his children.

1. How old is Joe?
2. What is the difference in age of Joe and the woman he is dating?
3. Do Joe's children approve of him dating a younger woman?
4. What do you think of this situation?  Are his children correct to be upset?  Is it OK for a man 

to date a younger woman?
5. What if Joe was 25 years younger than the woman he was dating?  Is it OK for women to 

date younger men?

3-Sally and James have been dating for six months. They love each other. They don't live in the 
same town as their parents. Sally has told her parents about James. But James has never met her 
parents. Last week, James asked Sally to marry him. She loves James and wants to marry him. 
But she doesn't want to accept his proposal until James meets her parents. James is angry with 
Sally. James says he is asking Sally to marry him. He is not asking Sally's parents to marry him. 
He doesn't think Sally they wait to get engaged. He can meet her parents after they agree to be 
married.



1. How long have Sally and James been dating?
2. Do they live in the same town as their parents?
3. Has James met Sally's parents?
4. What did James do last week?
5. Does Sally want to marry James?
6. Did Sally accept James' proposal to marry?
7. What does Sally want to wait for?
8. How does James feel?
9. Would you accept James' proposal if you loved him even if he hadn't met your parents?

4-Angie has a good friend named Paul. He is very nice and very handsome. Angie wants Julie to 
go on a date with him. Angie and Julie are friends. Angie thinks Julie will like Paul. But Julie isn't 
sure. She has never met Paul. She doesn't know anything about him. This kind of date is called a 
blind date. Julie doesn't like the idea of going on a date with someone she hasn't met.

1. Who is Paul?
2. Why does Angie want Julie to have a date with Paul?
3. How does Julie feel about a blind date?
4. Have you ever been on a blind date?   How did it turn out?

5-Jan wants a boyfriend. Jan is 30 years old. She wants to be married and have a family. She feels 
it is time to meet someone nice. But Jan doesn't know any men that she likes. Her friend 
suggested Jan join an internet dating site. Jan isn't sure. She is afraid of the men on the internet. 
They might not be good people. It might be dangerous to meet someone on the internet. She 
doesn't know what to do.

1. What does Jan want?
2. Does Jan know lots of men she likes?
3. What does Jan's friend suggest?
4. How does Jan feel about internet dating?
5. What would you do if you were Jan?    Would you join an internet dating site?

6-Maggie is 12 years old. There is a boy in her class who is very nice. They are good friends. The 
boy asked her to be his girlfriend. He asked her to go to McDonald's with him and get a 
hamburger. He said his mother would drive them there and pick them up. Maggie is excited. She 
would like to go on a date with the boy. Maggie asks her mother. Her mother says, "NO!" Her 
mother says Maggie is too young to go on a date. Maggie runs to her room and cries. 

1. How old is Maggie?
2. What did the boy ask Maggie to do?
3. Who would take them to McDonald's?
4. How does Maggie feel?
5. What does Maggie's mother say?     How does Maggie feel about that?
6. Would you let your daughter go to McDonald's with a boy when she is 12?
7. How old should your daughter be before she can date?



7-Arturo is a Mexican man. He lives in Mexico City. He is dating a woman named Kelly. He met 
Kelly at work. She is lovely and smart. Arturo is falling in love with her. But there is only one 
problem. Kelly is Irish. Arturo is Catholic, but Kelly doesn't practice any religion. Arturo's family 
are very conservative. They want Arturo to marry a Mexican woman. They expect Arturo to 
marry a good Catholic.  Arturo's family want him to marry in the Catholic church. They expect 
their grandkids to be raised in the Catholic church. Arturo is worried his family won't like Kelly. 
What if they tell Arturo he mustn't marry Kelly. Arturo loves his family. He doesn't want to 
separate from them. But Arturo also loves Kelly. This is a big problem.

1. Where does Arturo live?
2. Where is Kelly from?
3. Do Arturo and Kelly have the same religion?
4. Who do Arturo's family want him to marry?
5. Where do Arturo's family expect their grandkids to go to church?
6. What is Arturo worried about?
7. What should Arturo do?
8. Would you marry someone from a different country or culture?
9. Would you marry someone that did not share your religion?

Jenna is a 38 year old doctor. She sees patients all day and works on her medical research at 
night. All the doctors in her hospital respect Jenna. She is an excellent doctor. Jenna has decided 
that she will not marry. She doesn't have time for a career and a husband. She doesn't want kids. 
She feels like she can't have kids and be a good doctor at the same time. She loves her work. She 
feels like she is helping many people. But Jenna's family always asks her when she will get 
married. Her mother says, "Jenna, when will you give me some grandchildren?"  Jenna hasn't told 
her mother she wants to stay single. She doesn't want to marry or have children. Jenna knows this 
will make her parents very sad. She loves them. She doesn't want to hurt them. But she knows 
what is right for her.

1. What does Jenna do?
2. Does Jenna work really hard?
3. What has Jenna decided?
4. Why doesn't Jenna want kids?
5. What does Jenna's family ask her?
6. Why hasn't Jenna told her parents she will remain single?
7. Do you think Jenna is making the right decision?
8. Should Jenna be honest with her parents?
9. Would your parents be upset if you decided never to marry?

Jan and Chad are planning to get married. They both work, but they don't make much money. 
They want to buy a house, but houses are too expensive. They look at some apartments. But 
apartments are expensive too. Chad's parents say, "You and Jan can live with us. We have plenty 
of room here. You can use the upstairs bedroom. It will be comfortable. And when you come 
home from a busy day, Mother will prepare a nice dinner."  Chad thinks this is a good idea. They 
could save lots of money. Then they would have enough to buy a house. Chad asks Jan what she 
thinks about this idea. Jan isn't so sure. Chad's parents are nice. But Jan is worried about privacy. 
Jan likes to come home and relax. She likes to get take-out and watch movies in front of the TV.  



She doesn't want to eat with Chad's parents every night. Jan thinks she and Chad need to be 
independent.

1. What are Jan and Chad planning to do?
2. What problem do Jan and Chad have?
3. What do Chad's parents want them to do?
4. What does Chad think about this idea?
5. What does Jan think about this idea?
6. What is Jan worried about?
7. Do you think Jan and Chad should live with Chad's parents?
8. Do you live with your parents?  Did you live with your parents when you were first married?
9. Is it common in your country for grown children to live with their parents?


