
FUMC ESL 2-15-2021  High Beginning and Low Intermediate Online Lesson

Introduce yourself. Tell where you are from and where you live now. 

Today is President's Day. This holiday originally honored our first president, George 
Washington. Today we honor all presidents. Name an American president you have 
heard of and tell what you liked or didn't like about him. Note: A woman has never been 
president of the U.S.

We didn't finish Thursday's lesson, so I've included the last two paragraphs on 
today's lesson.

1.  Jenna is a 38 year old doctor. She sees patients all day and works on her medical 
research at night. All the doctors in her hospital respect Jenna. She is an excellent 
doctor. Jenna has decided that she will not marry. She doesn't have time for a career 
and a husband. She doesn't want kids. She feels like she can't have kids and be a good 
doctor at the same time. She loves her work. She feels like she is helping many people. 
But Jenna's family always asks her when she will get married. Her mother says, "Jenna, 
when will you give me some grandchildren?"  Jenna hasn't told her mother she wants to 
stay single. She doesn't want to marry or have children. Jenna knows this will make her 
parents very sad. She loves them. She doesn't want to hurt them. But she knows what is 
right for her.

1. What does Jenna do?
2. Does Jenna work really hard?
3. What has Jenna decided?
4. Why doesn't Jenna want kids?
5. What does Jenna's family ask her?
6. Why hasn't Jenna told her parents she will remain single?
7. Do you think Jenna is making the right decision?
8. Should Jenna be honest with her parents?
9. Would your parents be upset if you decided never to marry?

2.  Jan and Chad are planning to get married. They both work, but they don't make much 
money. They want to buy a house, but houses are too expensive. They look at some 
apartments. But apartments are expensive too. Chad's parents say, "You and Jan can 
live with us. We have plenty of room here. You can use the upstairs bedroom. It will be 
comfortable. And when you come home from a busy day, Mother will prepare a nice 
dinner."  Chad thinks this is a good idea. They could save lots of money. Then they 
would have enough to buy a house. Chad asks Jan what she thinks about this idea. Jan 
isn't so sure. Chad's parents are nice. But Jan is worried about privacy. Jan likes to 
come home and relax. She likes to get take-out and watch movies in front of the TV.  
She doesn't want to eat with Chad's parents every night. Jan thinks she and Chad need 
to be independent.

1. What are Jan and Chad planning to do?
2. What problem do Jan and Chad have?



3. What do Chad's parents want them to do?
4. What does Chad think about this idea?
5. What does Jan think about this idea?
6. What is Jan worried about?
7. Do you think Jan and Chad should live with Chad's parents?
8. Do you live with your parents?  Did you live with your parents when you were first 

married?
9. Is it common in your country for grown children to live with their parents?

Grammar: The Passive
The passive can be used in all verb tenses. Today we will just learn present, past and 
future.

Active:  present:  Mary helps the boy.                  past tense:   Mary helped the boy.
Passive: present: The boy is helped by Mary.      past:  The boy was helped by Mary.

• In the passive, the object of an active verb becomes the subject of the passive verb. 
The subject follows "by".  EX: Bill hit the ball.  The ball was hit by Bill.

• Passive is made with to be verb + past participle. 
• If an active sentence is in present tense, it stays in present tense in passive.  EX:  Jim 

helps David.  David is helped by Jim.  
• If the active sentence is past tense, the passive sentence is past tense and we use 

"was/were".  EX:  Joe taught Karen.   Karen was taught by Joe.
• In future passive, you have to add "be" between the two verbs. EX: An American will 

teach Jan.  Jan will be taught by an American.

Recognizing Passive Sentences. Read the sentence and tell if it is active or passive.

1. Meg eats the apples.
2. The apples are eaten by Meg.
3. This house was built by our friend.
4. Our friend built this house.
5. Ann will invite Katy to the party.
6. Katy will be invited to the party by Ann.
7. Janet was helped by the English tapes.
8. The English tapes helped Janet.
9. Mr. Parker painted my house.
10. This house was painted by Mr. Parker.
11. The books are signed by the author.

ACTIVE PASSIVE

present Mary helps the boy. The boy is helped by Mary.

past Mary helped the boy. The boy was helped by Mary.

future Mary will help the boy. The boy will be helped by 
Mary.



12. The author signed the books.
13. This room was decorated by my children.
14. My children decorated this room.
15. My aunt made this rug.
16. This rug was made by my aunt.
17. The corn cobs were eaten by the pigs.
18. The pigs ate the corn cobs.
19. The Army surrounded the enemy.
20. The enemy was surrounded by the Army.
21. His company will complete the highway.
22. The highway will be completed by his company.
23. Mother has brought cookies.
24. The cakes were brought by my grandmother.

Forming the Passive. Change the active sentence to a passive one. The first one has been 
done for you. Remember: If the active sentence uses a past tense verb, the passive sentence 
must use "was or were". 

EX: John plays the piano.   The piano is played by John.

John played the piano.        The piano was played by John.


ACTIVE PASSIVE

1. Tom opens the door. The door is opened by Tom.

2. All the children passed the 
test. 

3. Robert Frost wrote that 
poem.

4. The waitress serves the 
customers.

5. Two horses pull the wagon.

6. Alex prepared the report.

7. Mother reads a newspaper.

8. Father sent the letter.

9. Jen sings songs every day.

10. Grandpa tells good stories.

11. The teachers bought 
donuts.

12. My sister took my sweater.


