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Introduce yourself. Tell where you are from and where you live now. 


Today is President's Day. It originally honored George Washington, our first president. But now 
it honors all presidents. We have never had a woman president in the U.S.   Has a woman ever 
been the leader of your country?  Is there an American president that you particularly liked?


More Take Idioms: Read and explain. 

1. She looked so different after her makeover that we did a double take when we first saw 
her.  Have you ever had a makeover or radically changed your appearance?


2. Belle broke the rules again when she invited a client to dinner. The boss doesn’t like the 
employees fraternizing after hours with the clients. This is the fourth or fifth time she’s 
broken the rules. I don’t think the boss will take it lightly.  What should happen to an 
employee that frequently flouts the rules?


3. Jeff helped his son build a race car for the Pinewood Derby. In the Pinewood Derby all the 
kids build and race a little wooden car. Jeff and his son were really excited about the car 
they built until they got to the Derby. Then they saw that all the other kids had really fancy 
cars. Jeff was sure his son's car would probably come in last. That really took the wind 
out of their sails.  Have you ever had the wind taken out of your sails?


4. John said exactly what I wanted to say. He took the words right out of my mouth. We 
often think alike. Do you have a friend like this?


5. Ann tends to take too much on. Because she's so busy,  she isn’t able to complete the 
projects on time.  She really bites off more than she can chew. Are you the kind of person 
who frequently takes too much on or bites off more than you can chew?


6. The wild dogs frightened Tim, but they took to their heels after he started throwing rocks 
at them. Have you ever been frightened by an animal? What did you do?


7. Sara’s mom was afraid Sara was taking up with the wrong crowd. What would you do if 
you felt your child was taking up with the wrong crowd?  Would you forbid them from 
seeing this crowd?


Grammar: Passive 
You can use the passive in any tense. In passive, the subject and object change places.

EX:  Active - Jane teaches our children.       Passive - Our children are taught by Jane.


Notice you add by before the object. Passive can only be used with transitive verbs. That is 
verbs that can take an object. Passive tense is made with a "to be" verb plus the past 
participle.


Change these active sentences to passive. Remember if the active sentence uses past tense, 
the passive sentence uses "was / were" not "is / or".


ACTIVE PASSIVE



Part 7:  Arthur and Lucille 

Arthur doesn't see Maddy for a while. He wonders what happened to her. One time at the cemetery, he 
even shouted her name, thinking she would show herself. Then he realized it probably wasn't polite to 
yell at a cemetery. It might disturb those visiting the gravesites. He hoped Maddy was O.K. 


When he got home, there was s a small cardboard box by his door. Inside were five cans of that fancy 
cat food he has seen in ads. There's also a note addressed to "Arthur Truluv". It's from Maddy. Inside 
there's a photo of Gordon. She must have taken that when she was at his house. He hadn't noticed. 
Maddy has written, "Hope I see you at the cemetery tomorrow. It's my eighteenth birthday."


But the next day, Arthur is in bed with a horrible cold. He hates to miss out on seeing Maddy, but he can 
barely get up. He spends all day in bed. Maddy goes to the cemetery, but when Arthur is a no-show, she 
goes back to school.


1. Why does Arthur regret shouting Maddy's name at the cemetery? What does this tell you about 
Arthur's personality?


2. What gift did Maddy leave on his doorstep? Do you think this was a thoughtful gift?

3. Is "Truluv" Arthur's real last name? Why does Maddy call him that?

4. What keeps Arthur away on Maddy's birthday?

5. What is a no-show?


After a few days, Arthur feels better and resumes his daily trips to the cemetery. But he doesn't see 
Maddy.  Coming home one day he sees Lucille. "What have you been up to, Lucille? I haven't seen 
much of you lately."

"Come sit on the porch, Arthur, and I'll tell you all about it."

Arthur eases himself into the rocker on her porch.

"I suppose you'll think it's foolish, but Frank and I are in love." Lucille raises her hand to show the ring on 
her finger. "We're getting married. Frank is at his daughter's house now, telling her. He's coming over for 
dinner later."


The boys teased the girls.

My children make the sandwiches.

The tiger chased the deer.

Robert Frost wrote poems.

Jennifer finished the report.

Policemen catch thieves.

The children read newspapers every 
day.

My cousin sang the national anthem.

The earthquake destroyed many 
houses.

Mr. Park builds houses.



Arthur says, "I don't think love is ever foolish, Lucille."

"Arthur, you are such a romantic.  I'd love you to meet Frank. Would you like to have dinner with us?"

"I surely would," Arthur says.

"Fine. Come by at 6. I'm making a fancy dessert that I think you'll like."


1. Why does Lucille say Arthur is a romantic?

2. Do you think of yourself as a romantic person?  Why?

3. Do you think Lucille is being foolish to fall in love at her age?


Lucille has just put her special white chocolate pudding with blackberry topping into the refrigerator 
when the phone rings. It's Frank telling her he's headed for the emergency room. 

"It's probably nothing," he says. "Just a little heart problem. But I may be a little late for dinner. I'll call 
you after I see the doctor."


Lucille hangs up the phone and stands there a bit.  Frank sounded O.K. on the phone, but Lucille is 
worried. What if it is more serious than Frank let on. Lucille decides she will go to the hospital. She 
wants to be with Frank when he sees the doctor. She takes off her apron and grabs her purse. At the 
hospital she asks the nurse where she can find Frank. The nurse asks her if she is the next of kin. "I'm 
his fiance," says Lucille. The nurse takes her aside and quietly explains that Frank had a heart attack 
while at the hospital and died.  Lucille drops her purse and screams.


1. How does Lucille react to Frank's phone call?

2. Why does she go to the hospital?

3. What causes Lucille to drop her purse and scream?



