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Introduce yourself. Tell where you are from and where you live now. Answer:  Who gives you the most 
advice?  Do you like to be given advice or would you prefer people let you figure it out yourself?


Adjective and adverb forms of the same word can have very different meanings. Explain the 
difference between them in these sentence pairs. 

A.

The day was fair with few clouds and no rain.

Jim is fairly well known in our neighborhood.


B.

I was really sad when my dog died.

This apartment is sadly lacking in style. 


C.

I hate zoos. I think animals belong in the wild, not locked in cages.

He gestured wildly for the policeman to come over.


D.

Scrooge was a greedy old man who thought only of money.

The children ate greedily as if they hadn't eaten in days.


E.

That girl is very strange. She has multiple tattoos and body piercing and she wears heavy boots even 
with her dresses.

It was strangely quiet in the theatre before the actors arrived.


F.

When I grew up, most people were poor. There weren't many jobs and many people didn't have enough 
money for food.

She showed me a poorly drawn picture of a  dog and asked if I had seen him.


Read these sentences with “take” idioms and tell what you think it means. Answer the 
questions. 

1. Don’t take this personally, but you really need a haircut.  Would you ever say this to 
someone?


2. Jeff took my criticism to heart and made an honest effort to improve.  When people 
criticize you, does it insult you or make you want to try harder?


3. Jim is known for telling whoppers. When he tells you a story, you should take it with a 
grain of salt.  Do you know people who wildly exaggerate stories or even lie about what 
happened to make the story better?  Do you call them on it? That is, do you say, “I don’t 
believe you.”


4. Kristen is totally out of control. Someone must take the bull by the horns and address her 
behavior issues. Are you a person who takes the bull by the horns, or do you prefer to wait 
and let others handle difficult situations?  Would you ever schedule an intervention for 
someone who was alcoholic or taking drugs?


5. Rob, that dinner really takes the cake. It was not only served beautifully, but it was 
delicious. Do you enjoy cooking and decorating for company?




6. Citizens shouldn’t take the law into their own hands. Is there ever a time citizens are 
justified in taking the law into their own hands?


7. Because I knew you were arriving late, I took the liberty of securing a hotel room for you. 
In this case, took the liberty is positive. The person assumed a right that wasn’t theirs in 
order to be helpful. But if someone takes liberties with you, it is negative. It means to act 
too freely with someone in a way that shows disrespect. EX: He took liberties with her by 
publishing photos she had taken without first getting her permission. She took liberties 
with the elder patients by addressing them by their first names.  She wouldn’t ride in a taxi 
alone with Tim for fear he would take liberties with her. Last time they were alone in her 
office, he tried to kiss her. What should you do if someone takes liberties with you?


Read a paragraph and tell, in your own words, what happened. 

Part 5:  Lucille 

On Thursday, Arthur thinks he might walk over and talk to Lucille. Lucille has lived next door for 
years, but he and Nola really never knew her that well. Lucille never married and she stayed 
real busy teaching school. She was nice enough and would sometimes bring over things she 
had baked. And boy could she bake. She was a master at it. Her orange blossom cookies 
make your mouth water just thinking of them. He smelled a caramel cake cooking earlier today. 
That was another of Lucille's wonderful recipes. Arthur wondered if Lucille might share a piece 
of that cake. He hoped she wasn't still mad at him. A week ago she had invited him over, but 
he wasn't feeling very well. He had missed Nola all day and he just didn't feel like being with 
company. He told Lucille he just didn't feel like it. He could see Lucille was offended. Maybe 
he'd walk over and apologize.


1. What was Arthur and Nola's relationship to Lucille?

2. What was Lucille really skilled at?

3. What is enticing Arthur to Lucille's house?  What's he hoping she might share?

4. Why is Arthur worried Lucille might be mad at him?


He crosses over her yard and steps up to her front door. He knocks and hears her moving 
around inside. He reaches back up and smooths down his hair. He rocks back on his heels, 
then forward. He rings the doorbell, but she doesn't come. Arthur cracks open the door. 
"Lucille?"

Lucille comes rushing to the door. "What are you doing, opening my door like that? Do you 
think you can just walk right in my house?"

Arthur steps back. "Well, you didn't answer, and I was afraid you had fallen or something and I 
thought I'd check to make sure you were all right."

"Fallen! I have never fallen in my life."

"Well, I'm glad to hear that," says Arthur.

"I'm busy. I've got to go. I've got a date tonight," Lucille says, crossly.

"A date!"

"Yes, I got a letter this week from Frank. We were high school sweethearts and were supposed 
to get married, but another girl stole him away. Then she got pregnant and he had to marry her. 
And Frank wasn't the type to leave her. But she died recently. And Frank took a chance and 
wrote to me to see if I was still single. He's taking me out to dinner."




"Oh, that's nice, Lucille. I'll go on home now. Have a good time with Frank."


1. Why does Arthur smooth down his hair?

2. How did Lucille react when Arthur opened her door?

3. Is Lucille insulted that Arthur thinks she needs checking on?

4. How does Arthur react to finding out Lucille has a date?

5. Why did Frank have to marry someone else?

6. What did Frank take a chance on?

7. Do you think Arthur is feeling when he learns Lucille is going out with an old flame?

8. Is Arthur being disloyal to Nola by being friendly with Lucille?

9. My father died at 85. He and my mother had been married for 60 years. I was so sad when 

he died. But one month after he died, my mother told me she had a new boyfriend. I was 
devastated. I felt Mom was betraying my father. Was I wrong to feel this way?  How would 
you feel? 


