
FUMC ESL 2-11-2021 High Intermediate and Advanced Online Lesson

Introduce yourself. Tell where you are from and where you live now. Sunday, February 
14th is Valentine's Day. Do you celebrate Valentine's Day in your country?  What is the 
best gift you have ever received on Valentine's Day?

Read and Discuss:

1-Tell about the love of your life. How did you meet? What did you do on dates? When 
did you know you were in love? How long before you married?  
 
2-Do you think men and women can have a platonic relationship (just be friends, not 
lovers)? Have you ever had a platonic relationship with someone of the opposite sex?  
Would your partner be jealous if you had a platonic relationship?

3-Is it OK for a man to date a much younger woman? Is it OK for a woman to date a 
much younger man?

4-Would you accept a proposal to marry from someone if they had not met your parents? 

5-Have you ever been on a blind date? Would you ever go on one?

6-Do you think married couples should keep their money separate or share everything?

7-Would you ever look for a mate on the internet?

8-What age is old enough to go on a date?

9-Would you consider marrying someone from a different culture/religion? How would 
your parents feel about that? Do you think that would be a problem if you had children 
together?

10-Would your parents think it is OK if you decided to remain single?

11-Did you live with your parents after you were married? Would you ever consider 
doing that?

12-Is it OK to date a friend’s ex once they were broken up or divorced?

Read these conversations and talk about the meaning of the bold words or phrases. 
Summarize the conversation. 

Sara:  Tim and I had a double date with his brother and his brother's girlfriend. They are 
obviously falling in love. They held hands and kissed all evening, even at the restaurant. 
Jane:  Wow! That sounds like they are madly in love. 



Sara: Yes, I'd say they are head over heels in love. It felt a little awkward because Tim and I 
don't usually hold hands and smooch when we are in public. 
Jane: I heard Tim's brother is kind of wild. He has dated lots of different women. He just broke up 
with his last girlfriend three weeks ago. It seems he falls in love very fast.  I'm not sure I would 
trust him. He might fool around on her. 
Sara: I agree. He's not like Tim. Though, for Tim and I it was love at first sight.   Neither of us 
had dated much before. I just knew he was the one and he felt the same. We got serious really 
quickly. So I can't fault Tim's brother if he really loves this girl. 
Jane: I feel sorry for the girl, though. He could break up with her in another week or two. That's 
about how long his "loves" usually last. 
Sara:  Love is blind. His girlfriend only sees his good side. Maybe this time it will work out.

1-What made Sara and Tim feel awkward?  
2-What does Jane think about Tim's brother?  
3-Should Sara tell the girlfriend about Tim's brother being wild and dating lots of women?

Angela:  My son went on his first date yesterday. 
Lea:  First date! Your son is only 12 isn't he? Isn't that kind of young?  
Angela:  He only took her to the McDonald's at the end of our street. So it wasn't a big deal.  
Lea:  Still, he's pretty young. How old is the girl?  
Angela:  She's also 12. She's in his class at school. I know her mother from the gym. She works 
out the same days I do.  I told her that Tommy really liked her daughter. She said it's mutual. Her 
daughter has been talking about Tommy a lot. I think it's kind of cute. Tommy told me she was his 
true love. I told him, it was more like puppy love. 
 
1-Why is Lea shocked at what Angela tells her?  
2-How does Angela know the girl's mother?  
3-How does Angela feel about Tommy liking this girl?  
4-Would you be shocked if your friend told you their 12 year old went on a date?  
 
ARTHUR TRULUV  Part 6:  Maddy

Maddy waits until midnight, then calls Anderson. She keeps her voice low, so her father won't hear. 
Anderson answers sleepily, and Maddy instantly regrets calling. "Hey," she says. "What are you doing?"

"I'm sleeping," Anderson says. "Duh!"

"Well, I'm sorry to wake you, but you said you were going to call tonight."

"Did I? Sorry. I got busy."

"Want to sneak out and meet me like always?"

"I don't know, Maddy."

"I really want to see you, Anderson. We can go to the park!"

He is quiet for a few seconds. Then, "OK, meet me at the corner. But I can't stay long. I've got to be at 
work early tomorrow."

"OK," she says. "I'll be at the corner in fifteen minutes."

She puts on her sexiest outfit and walks to the corner to wait. She stands there for a long time and 
begins to dread he won't come. Finally headlights appear. He pulls up, his arm hanging out the window, 
the smoke from his cigarette rising. He's so sexy compared to the boys her age.


Questions:

1-Is Anderson ambivalent about seeing Maddy? 



They're both quiet for a while. Then Anderson says, "Listen, Maddy," we've been doing this for several 
months now, and..."

Maddy freezes. Cannot speak. Does not breathe.

"I'm going to be real busy for a while. I have a lot of stuff to do."

"What stuff? I could help you."

"Naw, it's nothing you can help with. Maddy, I wont lie to you, I'm seeing someone else. She's more my 
age."

Maddy thinks, "I must not cry. Really must not cry." But she feels the tears slide down her cheek.

"Aw, Maddy, don't cry. Here I have something for you." He hands her a small jewelry box.

Maddy thinks, "Oh, he was just joking about the other girl. He's going to give me a ring. We'll get 
married and live in an apartment together." She opens it, hands shaking." She takes out a pearl necklace 
exactly like the one he gave her before.

"A token of my appreciation. Do you like it?"

Maddy pulls out the pearl necklace hanging on her neck and shows him. 
"Oh, shoot," he says, "Sorry."

She jumps out of the car and runs for home.

"Maddy, wait! At least let me drive you home."

But Maddy keeps running until she's on her front porch. She is flooded with a sense of shame.  "Oh, 
what have I done?" 


Questions:

1. Why is Anderson breaking up with Maddy?

2. What does Anderson give Maddy as a "token of his appreciation?"

3. Why does this gift hurt Maddy's feelings?

4. Does Anderson try to drive Maddy home?

5. What does "flooded with shame" mean?

6. What has Maddy realized?


When she gets home, the lights are on in the living room. When Maddy walks in, her father is standing 
there. "Where have you been?" he says. 

There is nothing left in her. She is not afraid. "I snuck out to meet a boy."

Her father nods. He stares at her, her arms crossed, her heart shattered.

"Come here," he says. "Sit down."

Maddy collapses into a chair.  Her father clears his throat. He puts his hand over Maddy's. Maddy's 
stomach clenches. Her natural response to his rare attempts at affection is to stiffen or move away from 
him. She doesn't feel warmth from him. They just seem foreign and intrusive, a reminder of what was 
always missing in her life. Over the years, she has built a little fort against wanting any affection from 
him. It's too late.

"Look," her father says. "I know I'm not the father I should be. But I do love you. Please don't sneak out 
to see a boy again. Boys don't respect girls who do that."

She thinks, "I know that now!" But she says, "Okay."

Her father rises tiredly, says, "good night", and heads off to bed.


1-Do you think Maddy's dad really wants to connect with her now?  
2-Does he realize he has not given Maddy the love she needed?  
3-Do you think it is too late for Maddy and her dad to reconcile?


