The Mermaid’s Purse, part 2
The title of the book is The Mermaid’s Purse. This is an old term used to describe a baby born
with the amniotic sac, or membrane, still surrounding the baby. This is very rare - only about 1
in 80,000 babies are born this way. Because this is so rare, it was often thought to be a sign of
good luck or that the baby would have special qualities.
The main character in the book is Estella, or Stella, the author’s grandmother. She was born
during a thunderstorm and she was born in a “mermaid’s purse.” She always loved storms and
could tell when a storm was coming. She also loved books and collected so many that her
father built a small building behind their house for them. Stella named her library The
Mermaid’s Purse and invited all of the farmers and families in the area to borrow books. She
learned that one of the farmers could not read, so she taught him to read. She saved a boy's
life when he almost drowned. She knew what to do because she read it in a book. At first,
many of the farmers thought that she was silly to collect so many books, but Stella and her
books helped her neighbors and they changed their minds.
Discussion questions:
Does this story remind you of anything in your life?
What are the main themes of the book?
Stella could sense when a storm was coming. Do you know someone who can sense when
something is about to happen?
Stella’s friends said, “You brought the world to us through your books.” What did they mean?
Have books brought the world to you? How?
Has a book helped you solve a problem?
What are your favorite kinds of books? Do you have a favorite book?
Some people have built little lending libraries in their neighborhoods. Are there any in your
neighborhood?
Do you have a library card? Do you like to spend time in libraries?
Have you ever lived through a tornado?
What should you do if there is a tornado watch? If there is a tornado warning?

