
FUMC ESL     High Beginning Lesson Easy Stories Plus Lesson 1

Introduce Yourself: Tell where you are from and where you live now.

I am a teacher. The best job I have ever had is teaching ESL students. What is the best job you 
have ever had?

Easy Stories Plus -  Lesson 1     MY NAME IS GRACE

Grace Warner is a nurse. She lives in Chicago. She works in a big hospital downtown. She likes 
her job. Grace is in Room 516. She is talking to Mr. Jones. He is an old man. He is 94. Mr. 
Jones is in the hospital bed. He has a broken hip.

"What is your name?" asks Mr. Jones?
"My name is Grace," she answers.
"What?" asks Mr. Jones. "I can't hear you!"
"My name is Grace," she says again.
"I don't understand. How do you spell your name?" asks Mr. Jones.
"G-R-A-C-E," she answers.
"Oh, Grace! That's a beautiful name!" says Mr. Jones. Then he asks, "Are you married?"
"No, I'm single," answers Grace.
"Good," says Mr. Jones, "I am single too! How old are you Grace?"
"I am 29," Grace answers.
"I am sorry," says Mr. Jones. "but you are too old for me!"

1-What is Grace's profession?
A profession is something you have special training for. Some professions are: doctor, nurse, 
lawyer, teacher, accountant, pilot, mechanic, plumber, electrician. A job is what you are 
responsible for. EX: Grace is a nurse. Her job is to take care of the patients on the fifth floor. 
She is responsible for checking on them. Every morning she takes their temperature. She 
checks their heart rate. She gives them any medicine they need.  What is your profession? 
What do you do in your job?

2-Where does Grace work?

3-What does the story tell about Mr. Jones?

4-The story didn't say Mr. Jones was hard of hearing (If you are hard of hearing, you have a 
hard time hearing what people say.) But we can guess that he is. How do we know Mr. Jones is 
hard of hearing?

5-Mr. Jones asks Grace to spell her name. That means tell every letter in order. Teachers, spell 
your first name. Ask each student to spell their name.

6-Which of the people in the story are single?  Tell the difference between these terms:  single, 
married, separated, divorced, widow, widower



7-Read the last line of the story again. Mr. Jones is making a joke. Why is it funny?

8-Mr. Jones has a broken hip. Have you ever broken a bone?

9-Mr. Jones is in the hospital. Have you ever stayed overnight in a hospital?

OPPOSITES are two words that are completely different. EX: Hot and Cold are opposites. 
Match these opposites below.

Complete the story using the words in the box.

Hamid is a high school student. Every day he goes to the ice cream store after 
_________________. He likes ice cream. Today there is a ___________________ in the 
window. It says, “Help Wanted.” Hamid feels happy. He wants to work. Hamid needs 
a______________ to buy a new bicycle. The manager’s name is Mrs. Scott. She likes Hamid. 
He is a very nice ______________. 

Hamid says, “Mrs. Scott, I want to work in this ____________________. Can you give me a 
___________________?”
“How _______________ are you?” asks Mrs. Scott.
“I am fifteen, “ _________________ Hamid.
“I am sorry Hamid, but you are too ____________________. I can't hire anyone under 16.  Ask 
me again next __________________,” says Mrs. Scott.

big a. empty

old b. answer

inside c. single

can’t d. small

ask e. can

married f. young

clean g. dirty

hard h. expensive

cheap i. easy

full j. outside

answers job old sign year

boy money school store young



Why does Hamid want a job?   Why can't Mrs. Scott hire Hamid?  What does she tell him to do?

Read the story below. Discuss the phrases in bold. 
Jan graduated from high school five years ago. She always loved to cook. When she lived at 
home, she cooked delicious meals for her family.  After high school, Jan decided to go to 
cooking school. She dreamed of being a chef. She graduated from cooking school three years 
ago. Now she is a chef and works in a restaurant. Her job is to prepare the desserts for the 
restaurant. She bakes delicious pies and cakes. She cooks every day. She tries out new 
recipes. She is doing what she loves. She has fulfilled her dreams.

1. Tell, in your own words, what this story is about.
2. Jan's profession is _____________. Her job is ___________________.
3. What do/did you dream of becoming?     Did you fulfill your dreams?

Pronouns
Today we will talk about subject pronouns and object pronouns. Subject pronouns are used in 
the subject of the sentence. They are: I, You, He, She, It, We, They.   Object pronouns are used 
in the object of the sentence. They are: Me, You, Him, Her, It, Us, Them.

Read these examples.
I know her.     She knows him.  We know them.  They know us.
I don't want this book. You can have it.
Di doesn't drink milk. She doesn't like it.
I don't go to parties. I don't like them.

We use object pronouns after a preposition.  Read the examples.
This letter isn't for me. It's for you.
Why are you looking at her?
Do you want to come with us.
Where is the newspaper? You are sitting on it!
I need that pen. Please give it to me.

Write a sentence with I like or I don't like. The first one is done for you.
1. I don't eat bananas. I don't like them.
2. This dress is nice. _____________________________
3. Mrs. Smith is a good teacher. ______________________________.
4. These are my new shoes. _________________________
5. My brother has a new job. ____________________________.
6. He is a mean dog. _______________________________.

Put the correct pronoun in the blank.



1. She needs the keys now. Can you give _________ to ________.
2. Please hand _________ the sugar bowl.
3. I don't want this cake. You can have ________.
4. ________ saw Lee with ________.
5. She didn't have an umbrella, so Charlie gave _______ his.
6. The dogs followed Nan and Greg to the park. _________ were friendly dogs. Nan and Greg 

played with _____.  Then the dogs followed _______ home.
7. Benny and I love ice cream. ______ walked to the ice cream shop. Mr. Owens, the owner, 

was there. ______ asked ______ for two chocolate ice cream cones.
8. The man asked for some money.  Did you give ______ some money? 

Correct the pronoun errors.
1. Them loves apple pie.
2. Is that the man you told me about? Yes, that's them.
3. Jake and I are going to the movie. Do you want to go with we?
4. Sandra and me are baking a cake.
5. We asked she for the recipe.
6. Can you please pass the salt to I?
7. Me and Shelly went to the park today.
8. Can you please help we with this?


