
FUMC ESL 4-12-2021  Low Intermediate and Advanced Online Lesson


Introduce yourself. Tell where you are from and where you live now. What made you smile 
today?


Read the conversations and discuss the bold words and phrases. 

Jen:  How is Granny doing? Has she recovered from the fall?

Tate:  Yes, she's doing well. She was in the hospital while they repaired her hip, but she's back 
on her feet now. In a few weeks she'll be fit as a fiddle. 

Jan:  I'm so glad to hear it. When I visited her in the hospital after the surgery, she was as pale 
as a ghost. I was really worried about her. Sometimes a bad fall can be deadly in someone as 
old as Granny.


1. Give a brief summary of this conversation.

2. Did Granny have surgery on her hip?

3. Is Granny bedridden?

4. Was Jan worried that Granny might die?


Sally:  Losing the election was a bitter pill to swallow for Greg.

Kelly:  Yes, I think the reality of the situation has hit Greg. He realizes just how unpopular he 
really is. It must be a blow to his ego.

Sally:  I'm afraid he got the blame when Mary, the new treasurer,  stole money from the club 
account. It was Greg who insisted on hiring her as treasurer. When she ended up being a thief, 
everyone blamed Greg.

Kelly: That's a bit unfair. Everyone makes mistakes. I don't think Greg knew she was a bad 
person.

Sally: True. But several of us on the council strongly suggested Greg do a background check 
on Mary. There was something suspicious about her. I couldn't quite put my finger on it. I 
just didn't trust her from the first time I met her.


1. Who lost an election?

2. What was Greg blamed for?

3. Is there a difference between strongly suggesting something and insisting on something?

4. Would you insist on a background check before hiring a babysitter for your kids?

5. Describe Sally's feelings about Mary.

6. Have you ever felt suspicious of someone you just met?


Cam:  I have to go to the dentist today. I'm a bundle of nerves.

Stella:  You're afraid of dentists?

Cam:  No, I like my dentist. But I have to have a tooth pulled today. The dentist will have to 
give me a shot in my gums. That's what I'm nervous about.

Stella:  Oh, I understand. I hate shots. And getting an injection in the mouth is the worst.  I 
had to have a tooth extracted last year. I feel for you. I even get nervous when I have to go to 
the doctor's office. They always draw my blood for a blood test. I'm not fond of needles.




1. Why is Cam nervous?     What makes you nervous?

2. Is Cam afraid of dentists?

3. Do pulled and extracted mean the same thing in this conversation?

4. Do injection and shot mean the same in this conversation?

5. Does Stella have sympathy for Cam?

6. Have you ever had a tooth extracted?

7. What scares Stella about going to the doctor's office?


Stative Verbs: Stative verbs describe a state of being not an action. For example, hit, play, 
ask, walk, throw are action verbs. Feel, love, see, hear, agree are not action verbs. They are 
state of being verbs or stative verbs.


Stative verbs should not be used in the continuous tenses. For example:  We say, "I agree with 
you." NOT I am agreeing with you.  We say, "I love you." NOT "I am loving you." We say, "I see 
you." NOT "I am seeing you." This is the rule!


BUT: Language changes all the time. This rule is beginning to change. You will hear, "I am 
loving my new couch."  This is not a correct use of "love". But in very casual speech or in song 
lyrics, you will often hear native speakers using stative verbs in a continuous tense.  You should 
probably NOT use stative verbs this way, but don't be alarmed when you hear them used this 
way.  Some day, this rule will probably change to fit the way people speak.


These stative verbs are used incorrectly. Correct these sentences. 

1. John is hot and sweaty. He is needing a bath.

2. I am not needing a pen.

3. Shelley was needing a haircut.

4. Please stop at the store. We are needing some milk for the kid's cereal.

5. I am knowing the answer to this problem.

6. She was knowing all the answers.

7. We are believing the teacher.

8. He is not believing us.

9. They were believing all the stories he told.

10. Mother is not agreeing with me about that.

11. Dad was agreeing with us.

12. My new job is really fun. I am feeling good about it.


To make matters more complicated, some verbs are stative sometimes and not others, 
depending on how they are used. Choose the correct phrase in the sentences below. 

1. That can't be right! I (don't believe / am not believing) you.

2. I just bought these shoes. What (do you think / are you thinking) about them?

3. She's not answering the phone. (Is she having / Does she have) her phone with her?

4. He's ninety! Are you sure or (are you guessing / do you guess)?

5. We can go to the seven o'clock or the ten o'clock movie. Which (do you prefer / are you 

preferring)?

6. I don't know for sure, but I (doubt / am doubting) he will come.




7. I (am not knowing / don't know) the answer.

8. He (is seeming / seems) happy with his new job.

9. Are you going to take the new job? I (think / am thinking) about it.

10. I (am having / have) an old car.

11. I (am having / have) my breaks fixed.

12. (Do you see / Are you seeing) any errors in the proposal I sent you?

13. We (see / are seeing) Tim tomorrow, if you want me to give this to him then.

14. This coffee ( tastes / is tasting) delicious.

15. The chef (tastes / is tasting) the soup.

16. Are you making bread? It (is smelling / smells) wonderful.

17. They called to say their plane had landed. I (imagine / am imagining) they will be here soon.

18. I'm going on vacation next week. I (imagine / am imagining) what it will be like to lie on the 

beach.

19. I'm sorry. I (am not understanding / do not understand).

20. I don't think it's a good idea. And Ben (agrees / is agreeing) with me.

21. Do you know what (I mean / I am meaning)?


Discussion:


1. Which is harder, understanding native speakers speaking English or having native speakers 
understand your English?

2.  Do you ever watch TV or listen to music in English?  Is it difficult to follow the meaning? 
Does it help your accent?

3. Tell about the last time you apologized for something.

4. What gets you up and going in the morning?

5.  How often do you use the oven in your home? What is something you usually cook in the 
oven?

6. The one ingredient in your pantry you could not do without is...

7. This is a quote from psychologist, Joyce Brothers,  about marriage. Explain what it means.    
"Marriage is not just spiritual communion. It is also remembering to take out the trash."





