
FUMC ESL 4-22-2021 High Beginning and Low Intermediate Lesson


Introduce yourself. Tell where you are from and where you live now. Fill in the blank in this 
sentence:  I don't know ______________________.


Using IT: 

We use IT for time, day, distance and weather.

What time is it?  	 It's half past one.

What day is it?	 It's Tuesday

How far is it?	 	 It's three miles from my house.

Is it raining?	 	 It's cloudy but it's not raining.


To answer "how far" we say: It's not far. OR It's a long way.


Compare it and there:   It rains a lot in winter.  There is a lot of rain in winter.

It was windy this morning. There was a lot of wind this morning.


It's (adjective)  to...  It's nice to see you again.  It's hard to understand the teacher.  It's easy to 
find our house.  


Questions:  Is it true that you are moving?   Is it easy to find your house?    Is it good to be 
home?  Is it hard to learn English?


We don't say: is raining again.  We say: IT is raining again.


In a question, the word order of IT and IS is reversed.    EX: It is cold in December.   Is it cold in 
December?   


Fill in the blank with IT or THERE. 
1. ________ snows a lot in winter.

2. __________ was a big snow this week.

3. __________ was a nice day today.

4. We can't go skiing. ________ isn't any snow.

5. __________'s  hot in here. Open a window.

6. I was afraid because __________ was so dark.

7. __________ was a storm last night.

8. __________'s a long way from here to Dallas.


It's is a contraction for it is or it has. EX:  It's hard to learn English. It's been a long time since I 
saw my parents.    Its is a possessive pronoun. EX: Give the dog its bowl.  Its engine is in the 
front. Its wheels are made of rubber.


I DON'T KNOW 
How to say, "I don't know..."   Put I don't know in front of any of these phrases.

• who is going to the party  

• what to do/ say / cook 

• when he is arriving/ she arrived/ will arrive




• where my cell phone is  (Note: We don't say, "I don't know where is my cell phone."

• why she left her job/ is leaving

• how to reach him, how to swim, how to drive

• how much it costs

• how many people went to the party

• how often he goes to the library

• whether she has arrived

• if I locked the door.


You can use present continuous , present or past in many of these statements. For example:

I don't know who is going to the party.  I don't know who usually goes to the parties.  I don't 
know who went to the party.  I don't know who will go to the party.


Know is a stative verb and we don't use it in the present continuous tense.  NEVER SAY I am 
not knowing... ONLY SAY  I do not know


A Yard Sale 

It is Saturday. Teresa is looking out her window. Her neighbor, Irina, is having a yard sale. 
Teresa likes yard sales. She likes to buy things. But she doesn't like to spend a lot of money.


1. What day is it?  
2. Who is looking out the window?  
3. Who is Teresa’s neighbor?  
4. Teresa likes to ____________ things, but she doesn’t like__________________.  

Teresa walks across the street to Irina's house. She picks up a lamp. The lamp is from Irina's 
living room.  "Does it work?" asks Teresa.  "No, answers Irina. "It's broken."


1. Teresa walks _____________ the street to ___________ house.  
2. What does Teresa pick up?  
3. What question does Teresa ask Irina? 


Teresa doesn't want a broken lamp. She picks up a yellow blouse. But it is too small and Irina 
doesn't like yellow. Finally Teresa finds a blue plate. It is beautiful.  "How much is this plate?" 
asks Teresa.   "It's ten dollars," answers Irina.   "Ten dollars for this old plate?  How about five 
dollars?" asks Teresa.  "You can have it for seven dollars and fifty cents," answers Irina. "And 
not one penny less."   "OK," says Teresa. "Here is your seven dollars and fifty cents. Irina, you 
are a good businesswoman."


1. Does the lamp work?

2. Does the blouse fit?

3. Does Teresa like yellow?

4. What does Teresa find that she likes?

5. Irina says the plate costs ____________.  

6. Teresa offers Irina _______ dollars.

7. Irina agrees to sell the plate for __________ dollars.




Prepositions: Use “in” for places, or to mean inside. Example: I live in New York. Meet me in 
the library.     Use “on” for a position above or days of the week. Example: I sat on the steps. I 
came on Monday. 


Write “in” or “on” in the sentence.  
1. The sale is __________ Saturday.  
2. I carry my money ________ my purse.  
3. Is the blouse ________ the closet?  
4. Put the lamp _________ the table.  
5. The plate is _________ the kitchen.  
6. There is a penny ___________ the sidewalk.  
7. My neighbor is ___________ her apartment.  
8. The girl sat _________ the floor.  
9. Go _______ the house!  
10. My sister is ________ her room.  
11. Please, get _______ the car.  
12. She can’t come ________ Thursday.  

Read the conversations: 

Marla likes garage sales. She often goes to garage sales on weekends. There is a garage sale 
in her neighborhood. The garage sale is at Mary's house.


Mary: Hello. Welcome. It's a beautiful day, isn't it.

Marla: Yes, it is. 

Mary: Are you looking for anything special?

Marla: I'm looking for furniture. My son needs a desk for his room. Do you have a desk?

Mary: I don't have a desk. But I have a nice table. You could use it as a desk. 

Marla: Oh, it's very nice. I think this would work for my son. He could put his computer on the 
desk. Is there a chair that goes with the table?

Mary: Yes, there are two chairs. They match the table.

Marla: How much for the table and two chairs?

Mary: The desk and chairs are in good condition. I want $100.00 for them.

Marla: I can't pay that much. I don't have much money.

Mary: The lowest price I will take is $75.00. Take it or leave it.

Marla: That is a pretty good price. I will take it.


1. Is Marla looking for anything special?

2. Does Mary have a desk?

3. What will Marla's son put on the table?




4. Are there chairs that match the table?

5. Are the desk and chairs in good condition?

6. How much does Mary want for the table and two chairs?

7. What does Marla agree to pay?

8. What does "Take it or leave it" mean?


Sam:  I went to bed late last night. I didn't go to bed until after midnight. It was hard to get up 
this morning.
Ellen:  Why did you stay up so late? 
Sam:  My best friend arrived last night at 10PM. He is from Mexico. I haven't seen him for a 
year. We had a lot to talk about. We stayed up talking. This is his first trip to the United States. 
He is very excited about it. I can't wait to show him all the good things about Austin.
Ellen:  What will you show him?
Sam:  Tomorrow we will rent a canoe and float on the river. We will go to Zilker Park and swim 
at Barton Springs. Then I will take him downtown. We will eat at a restaurant then listen to some 
live music. 
Ellen: Tomorrow will be a busy day. Will you take him to eat BBQ?
Sam: I'm not sure. I might take him to eat pizza. He loves pizza. 

1. Why did Sam stay up late last night?
2. Tell what you learned about Sam's friend.
3. Why is Sam's friend excited?
4. What will Sam do with his friend?
5. What kind of food will they eat?


