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Introduce yourself. Tell where you are from and where you live now.  Tell what ingredients 
you like in a salad. 

Using Present Tense and Present Continuous Tense 
Remember, we use present tense to talk about something we do continuously or over and over. 
EX:  I eat cereal for breakfast every day.   Boys always fight.

We use present continuous tense to talk about what we are doing right now.

EX: What are you doing?  I am eating my cereal.  Teacher, the boys are fighting!


Put the present tense or present continuous tense in the blanks. 

1. We can go outside now. It not rain now.

2. We must hurry. Cathy waits for me to arrive.

3. Mary frequently is riding the bus.

4. Your little brother tells on us right now. Your mother will be mad when he is telling her we 

broke the window. 

5. The phone rings. Can you answer it, please?

6. You come to the party tonight?

7. They go to a restaurant now. Are we going with them?

8. Mother is washing the dishes every night.

9. Jan usually is eating dinner at home.

10. Where is the baby?  She sleeps now. Don't wake her up.

11. I get hungry now. Is there anything to eat here?

12. We get tired now. Let's sit down and rest.

13. Where is Dad? He sits in the kitchen with Mother.

14. Can you sell me a ticket?  No, I'm sorry. I am not working here.

15. I am always stopping when the traffic light turns orange.


Stative Verbs: Stative verbs describe a state of being not an action. For example, hit, play, 
ask, walk, throw are all action verbs. Feel, love, see, hear, agree are not action verbs. They are 
state of being verbs or stative verbs.


Stative verbs should not be used in the continuous tenses. For example:  We say, "I agree with 
you." NOT I am agreeing with you.  We say, "I love you." NOT "I am loving you." We say, "I see 
you." NOT "I am seeing you." This is the rule!


BUT: Language changes all the time. This rule is beginning to change. You will hear, "I am 
loving my new couch."  This is not a correct use of "love". But in very casual speech or in song 
lyrics, you will often hear native speakers using stative verbs in a continuous tense.  You should 
probably NOT use stative verbs this way, but don't be alarmed when you hear them used this 
way.  Some day, this rule will probably change to fit the way people speak.


These stative verbs are used incorrectly. Correct these sentences. 

1. John is hot and sweaty. He is needing a bath.




2. I am not needing a pen.

3. Shelley was needing a haircut.

4. Please stop at the store. We are needing some milk for the kid's cereal.

5. I am knowing the answer to this problem.

6. She was knowing all the answers.

7. We are believing the teacher.

8. He is not believing us.

9. They were believing all the stories he told.

10. Mother is not agreeing with me about that.

11. Dad was agreeing with us.

12. My new job is really fun. I am feeling good about it.


Before reading the story below, study the vocabulary and use it to answer the questions. 

beloved: an adjective that describes someone who is loved very much. EX: My beloved 
grandmother was the children's favorite person.  Who is a beloved relative in your family.

elect: choose by voting  EX: The students elect a class leader each year.  Election is the noun 
form of this verb.  Have you ever been elected to anything?

imitate: a verb that means to copy the way someone else acts or speaks. Imitation is the noun 
form of this verb.  EX: The boy imitated the teacher. It was a good imitation of the teacher.   
Are you good at imitating the way other people speak?

sense: a noun that means good understanding or judgment.  EX: She has good sense even 
though she is just a child.   If you have a good sense of humor, you like jokes and funny 
stories. Do you have a good sense of humor?

promptly: an adverb that means to do something quickly. The adjective form of this word is 
prompt.  EX: The boy is prompt. He always arrives on time.  He promptly found his desk and 
sat down.  Are you usually prompt?

notice:  a verb that means to be aware of something by seeing it or hearing it.  EX: She 
noticed a car parked on the street in front of her house.  EX: When people are looking at their 
cell phone, they don't notice what is happening around them.   What have you noticed today?

betray and traitor: betray is a verb that means to be disloyal to your country or your leader. A 
person who does this is a traitor. EX: The soldier told the enemy where the attack would be. He 
betrayed his country. He is a traitor.  Make a sentence with the word betray and the word 
traitor.


The Monkey and The Fox 

When the wise and beloved old king of the jungle died, all the animals got together to elect a 
new king. Each animal told the others why he would be the best king. When it was the 
monkey's turn, he put on the old king's crown and his velvet robe. The monkey did a wonderful 
imitation of the old king. He even made a short speech in the old king's voice.


"It's almost like having our dear king back again," said the animals. They promptly elected the 
monkey to be their new king. Only the fox disagreed. The fox said, "It is not enough to be able 



to imitate the king. The monkey is good at that. But the monkey has no sense at all. He is not 
wise enough to be our leader." But the animals did not listen to the fox.


A few days later the fox noticed a trap in the forest. The people from the zoo had put up the 
trap to catch the monkey. The fox went to the monkey. "I have found something curious in the 
jungle," said the fox. "Let's go and look at it," said the monkey.


So they went to the trap. There was a large net with a banana hanging in the middle of it. 
Quickly, the monkey reached for the banana. As he touched the fruit, the net fell on him. The 
monkey was caught. The zoo people rushed out and grabbed the monkey. They took him to 
the zoo. Later, the fox visited the monkey in the zoo.


"You traitor," said the monkey, "You betrayed your king."

"You betrayed yourself," said the fox. "A king who falls for the first trap that has been set for 
him is not a good king. A king who is so foolish would not serve the animals well," said the fox. 
And that is the truth.


1. Who died?

2. The animals met together to ___________________________________________.

3. What did each animal tell?

4. What did the monkey do when it was his turn?

5. Who disagreed with the other animals?

6. What did the fox notice in the forest?

7. How did the monkey get trapped?

8. Why did the monkey call the fox a traitor?

9. What does the fox say to the monkey?

10. What lessons does this story teach?



