
FUMC ESL 12-6-2021  High Intermediate and Advanced Lesson
Introduce yourself. Tell where you are from and where you live now.

IF CLAUSES are called Conditionals because they have a condition, and a result.

For example:  If you stand in the rain, you get wet.  The condition is "you stand in the rain" and the result 
is "you get wet".


Conditional sentences can be used with different verb tenses. And we can use conditionals with modals 
(words like may, might, could, should, would)


present simple + present simple 
If you heat ice, it melts.

If babies get hungry, they cry.

If you sit in the sun, you burn.


present simple + future tense 
If it rains, we will cancel the trip.

If we study, we will pass the exam.

If he wins the election, he will be president.


past simple + would + verb 
If I won the lottery, I would travel a lot.

If they sold their house, they would make a lot of money.

If we had more money, we would buy a new new house.


past perfect + would have + past participle 
If you had studied, you would have passed the exam.

If I hadn't been sick, I would have gone to work.

If we had gone to the school open house, we would have met the principal.


Answer these IF questions:  

1. If you could be an animal, which one would you choose to be?
2. If you could go back to any moment in history, which period would it be?
3. If you were asked to speak to your high school graduating class, what advice would you give?
4. If you saw someone in public with toilet paper stuck to their shoe, would you tell them or ignore it?
5. If you were a superhero, what super power would you want?

We frequently use "if so" or "if not" instead of repeating the whole clause.
EX: Are you free tonight? If so, let's go out to eat.   (Instead of if you are free)
I might see you tomorrow, but if not, have a good time on your vacation. (instead of if I don't see you)

We sometimes make if...then statements.
EX: If she won't come to us, then we'll go to her.

Read and discuss the food related idioms in bold.

Sissy:  Where is Jerry? He is always the last one to arrive.
Mom:  His car pulled up fifteen minutes ago. Look out the window and see if you see him.
Sissy:  ( Sissy looks out the window. ) He is just getting out of his car. 



Mom:  That boy is as slow as molasses. 

Molasses is a kind of thick syrup. It pours out very slowly. A person who moves very slowly can be “as 
slow as molasses”.  Do you have anyone in the family who is as slow as molasses?

Sherry:  I am catering my son's wedding reception. It's a lot of work. And I have so many other things to 
do to prepare for the wedding. I'm regretting agreeing to cater the reception.
Jon:  It sounds like you bit off more than you can chew. Perhaps you should find someone to help you 
do the catering.

What did Sherry agree to do?  What does Jon suggest she do?  Do you ever bite off more than you can 
chew?

Edna:  I want to remind you that our convention is being sponsored by the Exxon Oil Company. They paid 
for the food and they are paying you for attending and giving a speech. I know you don't approve of oil 
companies and you often criticize them for polluting our oceans. But in your speech, I hope you won't 
mention them. Please don't bite the hand that feeds you.
Sara:  I wasn't planning to mention the oil companies in my speech today. I planned to talk about over-
fishing. It is probably the greatest threat to our oceans. So you have nothing to worry about.

1. What does Edna mean when she says the convention is sponsored by Exxon?
2. What is Exxon paying for?
3. What does Sara plan to talk about today?
4. If you “bite the hand that feeds you” you harm someone who does good things for you." What is 

Exxon doing that is good?

If something unpleasant happens that you have to accept, it’s a “bitter pill to swallow”. EX: Ben’s 
parents told him they would no longer support him and he must get a job. That was a bitter pill to swallow 
for Bill. Have you ever had a bitter pill to swallow?
If you “bring home the bacon”, you earn the money to support your family. EX: My wife brings home the 
bacon in our family. I stay home and watch the kids.  Is it unusual in your country for the wives to “bring 
home the bacon”?

If you burn something you are cooking, you say, “I burned it to a crisp.”  Do you burn things often when 
you cook?

Something that is “not your cup of tea” is something you don’t like or don’t enjoy. EX: I know meditation 
is good for you, but it’s just not my cup of tea.  Name something that is not your cup of tea.

If you “eat crow” you admit that you have said or done something wrong. EX: I told everyone that Bill 
would never finish the project on time, but I had to eat crow when he turned it in early.

The Secret Life of Bees, part 15 



Review: Last week, Lily and Rosaleen met the Boatwright sisters, August, June and May. August 
invited Lily and Rosaleen to stay. They would sleep on cots in the "honey house". 

August took Rosaleen and I out to the honey house. Shelves on one side of the honey house were 
covered with mason jars. A thin layer of honey covered everything. The soles of my shoes stuck lightly to 
the floor. In the back, August led us to a tiny room with a sink, a window and two wooden cots made up 
with clean white sheets. "May and I sleep out here sometimes when we're harvesting honey round the 
clock," August said. "It can get hot, so you'll need to turn the fan on. And you'll have to come into the 
house to use the bathroom. We don't lock the doors so just come on in."  Rosaleen lay down on one of 
the cots and immediately fell asleep.


The first week at August's was a pure relief. I helped August with the bees and Rosaleen helped May in 
the kitchen. No one brought up my father. August took Rosaleen into town and bought her some clothes. 
Rosaleen was thrilled but she said, "This isn't charity. I will pay you back when I get some money." May 
and Rosaleen got along great working in the kitchen together. Rosaleen said May was a little goofy, but 
she liked her anyway. May was like a grown up child. She would get upset and cry at the slightest thing. 
She hated to see anyone kill a bug, and would hurriedly gather them up and release them outside.


Why does Lily feel being at August's is a pure relief?

Why does Rosaleen say, "this isn't charity"?

Describe May.


August began training me to work with the bees. She taught me what she called, "Bee Yard Etiquette." 
She reminded me that the world was really one big bee yard and the rules worked the same for bees as 
for people. Don't be afraid, as no bee wants to sting you. Still, don't be an idiot. Wear long pants and 
sleeves. Don't swat. If you feel angry, whistle. Anger agitates the bees while whistling calms them. Above 
all, send the bees love. Every little thing wants to be loved.


What did Lily learn about bees?


One night I overheard June talking to August about me on the front porch.  I stopped and stood real still 
to hear what they were saying. June said, "You know that girl is lying." 

"I know," said August. But she and Rosaleen are in some kind of trouble and need a place to stay. Who's 
going to take them in if we don't, a white girl and a Black woman, nobody around here would help 
them."

June said, "We can't keep a runaway girl here without letting somebody know."

August gazed out into the yard. "Let who know, the police?  They would just send her back to where she 
came from. I have a feeling about this, June. Something tells me not to send her back to a place she 
doesn't want to be. Not yet, at least. She had some reason for leaving. Maybe she was mistreated. I 
believe we can help her."

"But she's white!" said June.

This shocked me. It sounded like June didn't like me just because of the color of my skin. What was she 
thinking? I wanted to march right up to June and say, "How dare you judge me. You don't even know 
me."




1. What did Lily learn when she overheard August and June talking. 
2. Do you think Lily was surprised to hear that August knew she was lying? 
3. It's ironic that Lily is upset because June refers to her as "white". June doesn't seem to be thinking of 

Lily as a person, but as a category. Yet this is exactly how white people view Black people. They 
assume they are all the same, not individuals. We are all guilty of this kind of thinking. For example, 
many Americans think all Asians are gifted in math. Of course, there are many Asians who are not at 
all good at math. But these generalizations are hard to get rid of. What are some generalizations of 
Americans you had before you came? Did you find your generalizations were true or untrue.


