
FUMC ESL 12-9-2021 High Intermediate and Advanced Lesson

Introduce yourself. Tell where you are from and where you live now. Do you enjoy flying or does it scare 
you to fly?

Read and discuss these conversations about airline travel. Discuss the words or phrases in bold 
text.

Ann: I have the window seat, You’re in the aisle seat.
Beth: Oh no. I hate the aisle seat. People bump into me as they walk by going to the restroom. And 
when the attendants push those big carts down the aisle, they hit my shoulders.  Plus, I have to pass 
drinks and food over to the people in the window seats. I prefer sitting in window seats. I can look out. 
And if I get sleepy, I can lean against the wall. 
Ann: Really? I love the aisle seats. My legs are long. I can stretch them out into the aisle if no one is 
passing. And it's easy to get up to go to the bathroom. I feel too cramped in the window seats.
Beth: Hey, do you want to trade? I'll take your window seat and you can sit in the aisle seat. We'll both be 
happy.

1. Why does Beth hate the aisle seats?
2. Why does Ann love the aisle seats?
3. What does Beth propose?
4. Which seats do you prefer, aisle or window?
5. Does it bother you when people lean their seats back?
6. Do you think airplane seats are too small?
7. Have you ever had half your seat covered by a large person sitting next to you?
8. How could airlines make air travel more comfortable?

Cal: We should go immediately to the baggage claim area to look for our suitcases.
Deb: I didn’t check any luggage. I only have a carry-on bag. I always travel light when I’m on business 
trips.
Cal: That bag doesn’t look so light. I’m surprised the gate agent let you on the flight with that big bag.
Deb: It is a big carry-on. But I finally got it to fit in the overhead bin. I had to hammer on it to make it fit. I 
don't like to check bags. I'm always afraid the airlines will lose my luggage. I don't want to call on my 
customers wearing the same wrinkled clothes I flew in.

1. What does Cal want to do right away?
2. Why doesn't Deb want to go to baggage claim?
3. What does Cal say about Deb's bag?
4. How did Deb finally make the bag fit in the overhead bin?
5. Why doesn't Deb like to check her bag?
6. What does Deb mean when she talks about calling on customers with wrinkled clothes?
7. Do you check your luggage or carry it on?
8. Does it annoy you when people fill up the overhead bins with big carry-ons?

Eva: It was nice to meet you, Fay. I'm glad you were sitting next to me.  Is your connecting flight near this 
gate?



Fay: I enjoyed meeting you, too, Eva.  Your stories kept me laughing and made the time pass faster. As to 
my connecting flight, we are arriving at Terminal A, gate 10. My next flight leaves from Terminal E, gate 
40.  So I would have to say, no, my connecting flight is not close. 
Eva: It's a long a long walk to Terminal E. You should take the train.
Fay: I’m not sure where to get on the train.
Eva: I can show you. There is a train stop at the next gate.
Fay: I need to stop in a restroom for a minute. That was a long flight.
Eva: Go ahead. I’ll watch your bag for you.
Fay: That's OK. I'll take my bag into the restroom. I want to get out a sweater. I got a little cold on the last 
flight.
Eva: No, I insist. You don't want to lug that bag into the restroom. Just get out your sweater now, and I'll 
keep an eye on your bag.

1. Is Fay's connecting flight close?
2. What does Eva suggest Fay do?
3. Does Fay know where the train stops?
4. Where does Fay need to go before catching the train?
5. Why does Fay want to take her bag into the restroom?
6. Do you think Fay is nervous about having someone she just met watch her bag?
7. Would you be nervous about Eva if you were Fay?  
8. Do you think Eva was being overly friendly?
9. Would you let someone you just met on a flight watch your luggage for you?
10. Have you ever felt uncomfortable about someone you were seated next to on a plane?

Gabby: I feel ill. Could you please call the flight attendant?
Hal: Sure, I’ll push the call button. Can I help you in some way?
Gabby: I think I’ll be alright. I’m just feeling a little light headed. It’s very hot in here.
Hal: Your face looks very red. I’ll turn the air so that it blows on you. Is that better?
Gabby: Thank you. This is the first time I have ever flown. I'm very nervous. 
Hal: I see. Try to relax. Take deep breaths. 
Gabby: My boyfriend says flying is very safe. But I'm so afraid we will crash. I am scared of heights, so I 
don't like the idea of being high in the sky.
Hal: Your boyfriend is right. The chances of an accident are very small. Driving a car is a lot more 
dangerous than flying. I brought a new magazine. Would you like to look at it. It might take your mind off 
the flight. 

1. What was wrong with Gabby?
2. Why was Gabby nervous?
3. Name all the things Hal did to try to help Gabby?
4. What adjectives would you use to describe Gabby?  Hal?

Lou: This security checkpoint has the shortest line, but that isn't saying much. It will still take us 30 
minutes or more to get through. 
Mel: Yeah, there are lots of families with small children traveling on holidays. It takes forever for them to 
go through security. 



Lou: I always get behind someone that doesn't know they shouldn't wear jackets or lace up shoes. That 
holds up the line.
Mel: My mom and I flew to New York last Christmas. I reminded Mom not to put any forbidden items in 
her carry-on. But Mom is older and not used to all the restrictions. When she went through security, they 
found a big bottle of high dollar lotion in her bag. They told her she would have to throw it away. She 
said, "I'm not throwing that away. I paid $60 for that. It's a brand new bottle." I laughed because I knew 
that security agent had met his match in my mom. I figured she would talk him into letting her carry it on.
Lou: What happened? Did he let her keep it?
Mel: No way. He wouldn't let her past without trashing the lotion. Mom was so mad. I warned her. I bet 
next time, she won't forget. 
Lou: That was an expensive lesson, though. Your poor mom.

1. What does Lou think about the security checkpoint line?
2. Who does Mel say travels on holidays?
3. What kind of person holds up the line according to Lou?
4. What happened to Mel's mom when they flew to New York?
5. Why does Lou say that was an expensive lesson?
6. Have you ever had to throw away something in the security checkpoint line?
7. Do you have any secrets for getting through the security checkpoint quickly?

Vocabulary: Read this airplane announcement. Match the words in bold to the definitions. Fill in the 
vocabulary words in the sentences below.

 Please put your tray tables in upright, locked position. Be sure to fasten your seat belt securely. In the 
event of emergency, oxygen masks will drop down. Place the mask on yourself first, then help others. 
There is a flotation pillow under your seat. Alcoholic beverages are available for a small fee. 

a. tightly locked or well protected
b. something that floats on the surface of a liquid
c. to attach one thing to another. Examples include button, zipper, pen, hook, buckle
d. a drink that contains alcohol
e. sitting or standing up straight AND having a moral character.
f. something worn over the face to protect or disguise AND to cover up something

Discuss:
1. How do you feel about wearing masks?
2. Does it bother you to keep your seatbelt fastened during the whole flight?
3. Do you think airlines should stop serving alcohol on flights?
4. Does it bother you more to fly over water than land?
5. How do you pass the time on long flights?
6. Would you choose a flight that was not non-stop if it was cheaper?
7. Have you ever missed a connecting flight?
8. How do you avoid jet lag?
9. Do you like to talk to strangers in the seat next to you or do you prefer silence?
10. What is your opinion of food on airplanes?



11. "Mask" can be used as a verb as well as a noun. It means to cover up or hide. Are there people in 
your family you have to mask your feelings from? In other words, relatives you don't like but pretend 
that you do?


