
FUMCESL 1-3-2022 High Intermediate and Advanced Lesson


Introduce yourself. Tell where you are from and where you live now. Talk briefly about 
something that happened over the holidays.


Aphorisms are short, memorable expressions that tell basic truths. EX: The early bird gets the 
worm. Read the conversations below, then try to find an aphorism that fits the conversation.


Jeff:  I heard the grocery was giving away tickets to the football game this weekend. But I 
wasn't sure anyone was free to go with me, so I didn't pick them up immediately. Finally my 
dad said he would go, but when I went to get the tickets, they were all gone. They gave all the 
free tickets out before I got there.

Kim:  Lots of people got there earlier than you. You missed your chance.


Len: My brother is hanging out with a bad crowd. Several of those guys have been arrested 
before.

Wilma:  That's not good. If you hang out with troublemakers, sometimes you end up in trouble 
yourself.


Deb:  I won $200 in the lottery.

Gene:  That's great. Will you spend it or save it?

Deb:  I already spent the whole thing on a new pair of shoes.

Gene:  You spent that fast.

Deb:  Since I didn't work for it and wasn't planning to have it, I decided to spend it on 
something fun.


Sal:  I've finished writing the contract. Should I send it to the buyer?

Haley:  You need to double check it to make sure there are no mistakes. If there was a mistake 
in the contract, it could cost us a lot of money.


Tina:  I don't get along with my mother in law. I really can't stand to be around her.

Josie: But for the sake of your marriage, you have to get along with her. 

Tina:  Of course. She is my children's grandmother and they are crazy about her. So I just 
pretend to like her and act very happy to see her. Maybe one day I will really feel happy to see 
her.


Tara:  My mother passed away last week. I am so sad. All I do is cry.

Jana:  I am so sorry. It is very hard to lose your mother. I lost my mother two years ago. It was 
very hard at first. But as time went by, I wasn't sad all the time. I felt better. 


Pam:  I'm so angry with my sister. She asked if she could borrow my car over the weekend 
since I would be out of town. Of course I agreed to let her borrow it. But it is Tuesday and she 
still hasn't brought my car back. I had to take the bus to work.

Tara:  I hate it when you do a favor for someone and they take advantage of your kindness.


Aphorisms:  

Time heals all wounds.

He who hesitates is lost.

Easy come, easy go.

Fake it till you make it.

Give them an inch and they'll take a mile.

If you lie down with dogs, you wake up with fleas.

Measure twice, cut once.




Secret Life of Bees Review 
In the last part of Secret Life of Bees, Lily overheard June and August talking about her. Lily 
realized that they knew she had lied to them about where she came from and who she was. 
June and August talked about what they should do about Lily. June favored calling the sheriff, 
but August felt like Lily was in trouble and they should just let her stay on with them. 

Secret Life of Bees, part 16


I felt bad that August knew I was lying. I wanted to tell her about my mother and about the 
Black madonna that was my mother's but I was too afraid she'd feel like she had to call T. Ray. 
So I kept buttoned up. And August never questioned me.


What does Lily mean when she says, "I kept buttoned up." 
What does Lily most fear will happen? 

Every night after we watched the news on TV, we knelt down on the rug in front of the Black 
Mary and prayed. We said about a hundred Hail Mary's. Then we prayed our personal prayers.  
One night after everyone else had left, August said, "You know, Lilly, if you ask for Mary's help, 
she'll give it to you." After that I started asking Mary for her special help to see that I never had 
to go back to Sylvan. I asked her to draw a curtain around the pink house so no one would 
ever find us. And it seemed to be working. No one knocked on the door and dragged us off to 
jail.


A Hail Mary is a prayer said by Catholics to ask for forgiveness.  This is the Hail Mary prayer: 
Hail, Mary, full of grace, 
the Lord is with thee. 
Blessed art thou amongst women 
and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus. 
Holy Mary, Mother of God, 
pray for us sinners, 
now and at the hour of our death.  
Amen. 

What does Lily ask Mary to do to the pink house? 

One day we got a whole box of Black Madonna Honey labels delivered. My job was to swipe 
the backs of the labels with a wet sponge and hand them to August to position on the honey 
jars. I paused a minute to look at the Black Madonna's picture which I had studied so many 
times glued onto my mother's little block of wood. "I hope you don't take this the wrong way," I 
said, "But I never thought of the Virgin Mary being Black until I saw this picture."


When Lily says, "Don't take this the wrong way," she means for August not to be offended or 
insulted. 

"A dark faced Mary is not as unusual as you think," August said. "There are hundreds of them 
over in Europe, places like France and Spain. The one we put on our honey is really old. She's 
the Black Madonna of Breznichar in Bohemia. I saw a picture of her on my Momma's prayer 



cards when I was a little girl. Momma had pictures of all the saints. She collected them like all 
good Catholics did in those days. I loved that Black Madonna card."

I tried to say Breznichar, but it didn't come out right. "Well, I can't say her name right, but I love 
her too."


The Catholic church recognizes many saints. Most Protestant churches don't recognize people 
as saints. Our church, First Methodist Church, is a Protestant church. 
August's mother collected prayer cards. Did you collect anything when you were young? 

What else do you love, Lily?" August asked.

No one had ever asked me this before. What did I love? Right away I wanted to say I loved the 
picture of my mother leaning against that car. And her gloves and her little Black Madonna, but 
I had to swallow all that back. Instead I said, "I love Rosaleen and I love writing stories and I 
love Coca-Cola and salted peanuts. And I love the color blue, the real bright blue like the hat 
May sometimes wears." I wanted to add, and you. I love you, August Boatwright, but I felt too 
awkward to say that.

"How come you put the Black Madonna on your honey jars?" I asked. August answered, 
"Because when I looked at that Black Madonna, for the first time in my life I realized that the 
divine can come in dark colors."


What does Lily mean when she says, "I had to swallow all that back?"   
What are some of the things Lily loves? 
Why wouldn't Lily say she loved August Boatwright? 
What does August mean when she says she "realized that the divine can come in dark colors"? 

"Where did the carved Mary in your living room come from?" I asked. August said, "She's just 
the figurehead off an old ship. She belonged to my grandma's people. Someone had rescued 
her out of the mud years before. The people thought it looked like Mary and it somehow gave 
them comfort. My mother kept her in the house and used to sit beside her to pray. She said 
she could feel Mary's spirit beaming right out of her.This was my grandma's house. She was a 
beekeeper too. She owned all this land around here. When my grandma died, she left the 
house and all her property to May, June and I.


A figurehead is the carved symbol at the prow of a ship. Where did the people get the 
figurehead?  Why did they keep it? 
What do we learn about August's grandmother? 


