
FUMC ESL 1-6-2022 High Intermediate and Advanced Lesson


Introduce yourself. Tell where you are from and where you live now. 

Review Pronunciation: Remember G can be pronounced with a hard G sound like in "gun" or 
a soft G sound like "j".  EX:  geese. gentleman. Tell if the G in these word pairs is the same 
sound or different.


Silent G 
1-When G at the end of a word is followed by N, the G is usually silent. Examples: sign, 
design, resign, foreign, campaign, reign.  However, when it is in the middle of the word, it is not 
silent. Examples: indignant, signature, resignation, signify, magnet

2-When G is followed by N at the beginning of the word, the G is silent. Examples: gnat, gnaw, 

3-When G is followed by M it is usually silent. Examples: phlegm, diaphragm

4-GH is not pronounced when it follows a vowel. Examples: daughter, eight, thought, fight, 
weigh, reign

Exceptions to this rule is when G occurs in a two syllable word like doghouse, foghorn, 
bighead

5-GH is frequently pronounced like F. Examples: rough, tough, laugh, cough, enough


Changing adjectives to verbs: 
The ending letters, EN, are added to many verbs to make the perfect tenses. EX: has gotten,  
have forgiven, had fallen.


Fill in the blank with the adjective form or the verb form of the word in parenthesis. 

1. (wide) The workers will ___________ the road to make it safer.  The road was never 
________________ enough.


2. sharp) Please ___________ my scissors.  Be careful. The scissors are very _____________.

3. (moist) ____________ your face with a damp rag.  My skin is very dry, not _____________.

4. (thick). This sauce is not ____________ enough. Add flour to __________ the sauce.

5. (sweet) A little sugar ________________ your drink.  I don't like ___________ drinks.

6. (loose) To ____________ the screw, turn it to the left. The screw is _______________.

7. (soft) If you leave the butter outside the refrigerator, it will ____________.  Is the butter 

_______________ yet?


egg - edge gone - germ budget - tragic sting - apology

together - finger giraffe - anger giggle - general geology - apology

strange - strangle guess - guilty fatigue - sausage argue - arrange



8. (worse) The doctor said his condition is  ____________.  HIs condition will ______________ if 
he doesn't take his medicine.


9. (ripe) The apples will ____________ slower if you put them in the refrigerator.  At last, the 
apples are _____________.


10. (less) You will experience _____________ pain if you take your medicine. The medicine 
____________ the pain.


Idioms: Read each paragraph and explain it. Tell a situation when you would use this idiom or 
make a sentence with the idiom.


1-Grandmother was very worried about her grandchildren. They had gone to the park in the 
afternoon. She thought they would be home by now. They were late. Then she saw them 
walking up the sidewalk. She breathed a sigh of relief. 

Do you worry if your children or grandchildren are out late? 

2-My brothers want to go to the football game. It is a big game. Two very good teams are 
playing. I think the game will sell out. I told them to buy their tickets ahead of time. 

What is something you like to do ahead of time? 

3-All my family will come for the holidays. I don't have enough beds for everyone to sleep in. 
Some people will have to sleep on couches. The kids will have to sleep on the floor. We will 
make the best of a difficult situation. 

Talk about a time when you made the best of a difficult situation. 

4-My brother is the mayor of the city. He gets a lot of calls from people who complain. 
Sometimes they call him names. Now he screens his phone calls. If he doesn't know the 
person, he lets the call go to voice mail. 

Do you answer "unknown calls" on your phone or let them go to voice mail? Do you have 
a problem with "junk calls"? 

5-My husband wants to go to Europe for our vacation this winter. I would love to travel in 
Europe. But I think it is safer to travel in the U.S.  I'm not sure what we should do. I am on the 
fence about overseas travel right now.


What are you on the fence about? 

6-Cal said it will snow on Christmas day. But Cal is frequently wrong. I take everything Cal  
says with a grain of salt. 



Do you have friends or relatives that you can't trust to be right about things? 

7-We think of knives and scissors as being sharp. But we also use this adjective to refer to 
being smart. Ex: It is hard to fool Jess. She is really sharp.  

We also use the phrase, "She's a sharp cookie," or "She's sharp as a tack." We also say, 
"Look sharp". We mean pay attention, perform well and/or look good.  EX: Here comes the 
captain. Look sharp.     The coach told the team they would have to look sharp to beat the 
team they play today. 


Give an example of a time you want to look sharp. Give an example of a time you insisted 
your family sharp.  

8-If we say someone is "not the sharpest tool in the shed," we mean NOT smart.  Ex: Jan is 
really nice and sweet, but I think we all agree she isn't the sharpest tool in the shed. 
Obviously, this is an insult and should be used very carefully and privately.


__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Secret Life of Bees, part 17 

The next day, August was driving into town to deliver honey to Mr. Clayton Forrest's office. He 
was a lawyer and a friend of August. He asked August back into his office to talk about some 
legal problem. I stayed out front unpacking the honey jars we were giving to Mr. Forrest. Mr. 
Forrest's secretary  sat behind her desk. She was a white lady about a hundred years old. She 
asked me what I was doing in Tiberon. I told her I was staying with August for a little while on 
the way to visit my relatives in Virginia. She said, "You're staying in her house?" "Yes, maam," I 
said. She looked at me in a strange way, then shook her head like she had just heard the 
craziest thing. She excused herself and said she was going to the restaurant next door to use 
the restroom. I figured she just wanted a chance to go over there and gossip about the white 
girl staying in a Black woman's house.


What shocked the secretary? 
What does Lily think the secretary will do in the restaurant? 

I sat on one of the sofas in the waiting room. I thought about my conversation with August 
about the things I loved. I wondered if it was possible that T. Ray was missing me. Was he 
saying to himself, "Why didn't I love Lily better."  


All of a sudden I decided to call him. I picked up the phone on the secretary's desk and told 
the operator I wanted to make a collect call. I gave her the number and waited. Before I knew 
it, "T. Ray said, "Hello."  His voice made my stomach come up into my throat. My knees were 



shaking. I sat down in the secretary's chair. The operator said, "I have a collect call from Lily 
Owens. Will you accept the charge?"

"You're damned right I will." Then he started yelling at me. "Lily, where the hell are you? Do you 
have any idea the trouble you're in? Busting Rosaleen out of the hospital!

What were you thinking?" I had to hold the phone away from my ear T. Ray was yelling so loud. 


What is a collect call? 
What does Lily mean shen she says, "His voice made my stomach come up into my 
throat?" 
Did T. Ray act like he loved and missed Lily? 

"I was only trying..." I stammered. But he interrupted. "I'll tell you what you were. You were a 
fool looking for trouble. Because of you I can't walk down the street of Sylvan without everyone 
staring at me. I've been searching everywhere for you. Meanwhile the peaches aren't getting 
picked. They're beginning to rot."

"T. Ray quit yelling," I said. "I'm sorry."

"You're sorry. That's nothing to me. Tell me where you are! I'm going to find you, Lily. And when 
I do I'm going to tear you up. You'll never forget the whipping I'll give you."

I slowly hung up the phone. I told myself, "Don't you cry. Don't you dare cry."


Why did this phone call make Lily want to cry? 

Back at the pink house, I could feel things coming apart around me. I was living in a dream 
world that couldn't last forever. What was I thinking that I could live here with the Boatwright 
sisters forever? I wanted to tell Rosaleen about my phone call to T. Ray. I wanted to say, "If 
you've been wondering whether my leaving has caused T. Ray to examine his heart or change 
his mean ways, don't waste your time." But I couldn't bring myself to admit to Rosaleen that 
I'd cared enough to call him. That I'd actually thought he might really love me and be missing 
me.


What is the dream world Lily refers to? 
Why is Lily ashamed to admit she called T. Ray? 


