
FUMC ESL 6-2-2022 High Intermediate and Advanced Lesson 

Introduce yourself. Tell where you are from and where you live now. Name something you 
don't have enough of. 

Another fun pronunciation poem: 

I take it you already know

Of tough and bough and cough and dough.

Others may stumble, but not you,

On though, thorough and through.


But beware of heard,  a dreadful word,

That looks like beard and sounds like bird.

And dead, it's said like bed, not bead.

For goodness sake, don't call it deed.


Watch out for meat and great and threat.

They rhyme with suite and straight and debt.

A moth is not a moth in mother.

Nor both in bother, broth in brother.


Here doesn't sound like there.

Nor dear and fear like bear and pear.

And then there's dose and rose and lose.

And don't forget goose and choose.

And cork and work and font and front.


Come, come, I've only made a start!

A dreadful language, man alive!

But I had mastered it when I was five.


Vocabulary: Is it Burn Up or Burn Down? 


We say we burned up all the wood in the fireplace. We wouldn’t say we burned down all the 
wood. On the other hand, our houses burn down, not up. 


Burn up comes from the idea that the thing is used up. Fuel is used and is used up. Burn down 
usually means something has burned down to the ground. All structure and support is gone. 


One might say that "all my stuff was burned up in the fire when my house burned down." You'd 
be less likely to hear "my house burned up," but it is not totally unheard of usage. 




There's also a common third option—"burn through"—which evokes the idea of a wave of fire 
moving across or through something.  The fire burned through the building very rapidly.


There is also an idiomatic meaning for "burned through."  I burned through all my money in the 
casino in about 4 hours. In other words, he used up all his cash.


Idioms: (Students take turn reading the paragraph about the idiom then ask a fellow 
student to answer the question. Then that student will read about the next idiom. And so 
on. 

1. If you leave something in the oven too long, it will be “burnt to a crisp”. Crisp is something 
crunchy. For example, if you open a new package of crackers, they will be crisp. But if you 
leave them sitting out on the counter, they will get soggy. The British use “crisps” for what 
Americans call “chips”.


Are you a person who frequently burns things to a crisp? If you burn something, do you still eat 
it, or throw it out?


2. If you “burn your candle at both ends” you exhaust yourself by leading a hectic life. Many 
people today try to do too many things at the same time. For example, they drive their cars 
while conducting business on the phone or computer. This leads to a stressful life. 


Do you sometimes feel you are burning your candle at both ends? Do you often feel exhausted 
at the end of the day? Do you find it hard to disconnect from your phone? Do you feel 
uncomfortable being out of touch with everyone? 


3. When someone “burns their bridges” they behave in such a way that it is impossible to go 
back. Read this example of someone burning their bridges. “Tim decided to quit his job. He 
had never liked sales and he felt it was time to try something else. When he told his boss he 
was quitting, he told him he hated the company and his job and he didn’t think his supervisor 
was very smart. He said that he would never work for a company like this one again. A couple 
of years later, Tim decided that his old job wasn’t so bad. It wasn’t perfect, but he made a very 
good salary. All of the jobs he had had since quitting were very poorly paid. Tim decided to 
contact his old boss and see if his company had any openings. But Tim found that he had 
burned his bridges with that company. His boss remembered all the bad things Tim had said 
about the company and refused to offer Tim a job.”


Have you ever burned your bridges with someone or some company and later regretted it?


These sentences have preposition errors. Correct them. 

1. He will meet you behind of the airport.

2. We live next of the airport.

3. You should break on your hiking shoes before you go on a trip.

4. The passengers are waiting for the next flight for Rome.

5. We were frightened with the snake in our garden.




6. He didn't survive, owing for his poor immune response to the virus.

7. I'm really bad with golf.

8. His inexperience resulted on many mistakes being made.

9. If you really cared with me, you would promise to come to my birthday dinner.

10. The ship was taking for water and it was clear it would soon sink.

 
Changing a preposition in a sentence can change the meaning entirely. Read these 
sentences and explain how each is different.  

We went home as the fight broke out. 
We went home even though a fight broke out. We went home because a fight broke out. 


We stayed until the love scene started. We stayed since the love scene started. 


I will wear the dress over the tights. 
I will wear the dress instead of the tights. 


I asked him about his new friends. 
I asked him in front of his new friends. 


The trees fell across the tracks.  
The trees fell near the tracks.  
The trees fell beside the tracks. 


I won’t go without my mother.  
I won’t go near my mother. 

Match the words and phrases in italics with their meanings.


1.I got sandwiched between the doors of the elevator.

2.Don’t sugar coat the bad news, doc. Just give it to me straight.

3.There are cobwebs in all the corners of that old house.

4.I burned the roof of my mouth on that cheese pizza.

5.If you’d like to freshen up the bathroom is down the hall.

6.I was dumbstruck when Olivia said she was flying to Rome for the weekend.

7.A mouth watering smell came from the kitchen as she prepared our steaks.


so astonished you cannot speak pleasing to the sense of taste become calm and composed

make something seem less 
unpleasant

wash your face and hands, 
comb your hair

trapped between

a loud and disturbing noise a big gulp pay your share of the bill

web spun by a spider prepared food that is taken 
home to be eaten

upper palate of the mouth



8.I don’t feel like going to a restaurant. Maybe we should just get takeout.

9.You children settle down now. It’s time to put on pajamas and get ready for bed.

10.Did you settle up with Dad for our part of the meal.

11.Who is making all that racket in the kitchen?

12.He asked for a sip of my soda, then took a big swig. 


Tell what the idiom in these questions mean, then answer the question. 

1-What are some things you tell your kids that go in one ear and out the other?


2-Have you ever given someone a ride who had had one too many?


3-Do you know anyone who only looks out for number one?


4-Are your days in the U.S. numbered?


5-When do you breathe a sigh of relief?



