
FUMC ESL 6-9-2022 High Intermediate and Advanced Lesson

Introduce yourself. Tell where you are from and where you live now. How important is it to wear 
clothes that are fashionable?  Is comfort a bigger consideration when buying clothes than style?

A Few Things to Know about American English:

1-If you are asking for information about something or someplace, you can end the sentence in “like”.
EX: What are the roads like? What is the food like?        What are the people like?   What is the 
weather like?

Answer these questions.

1-What is the weather like in your country?
2-What is the food like in your country?
3-What are the roads like in your country?
4-What was your childhood like?
5-You are living in the U.S. now. What is that like?

2-It is very common for people you have just met to say, "So what do you do?"  They are asking you what 
job you have. 
Here are some answers;
I'm an electrical engineer.
I am in education.
I design computer software for city governments.

You can be specific or very general.   How would you answer, "What do you do?"

3-We use "out of" a lot. Read the sentences below and match them with one of the "out of" expressions.

1. The old Coke machine never worked it was always _________________.
2. We had a fantastic vacation to Disney World. My kids loved it. It was really _____________________.
3. Mary hates me. When she walks by she drags her finger over my desk, knocking my papers onto the 

floor. I know she does it ____________________.
4. My boss has been ___________________ today. We lost a really big client and one of our best 

salesman quit. He's really upset about it.
5. I've really enjoyed having lunch with you. I'd like to keep talking with you, but I'm ________________. 

I have to be back at my office by 1.
6. We vacationed at this small _________________ cabin in the middle of the forest. We saw lots of 

animals, but didn't see another human the whole weekend. 

out of order out of paper out of print out of work out of time out of sorts

out of spite out of date out of doors out of the way out of it out of this 
world



7. I took Grandma to the mall and bought her some new dresses. The ones she has been wearing are 
hopelessly _________________. I don't think she has bought anything new in the 21st century.

8. I tried to order that book you recommended, but it's ___________________. The book store says they 
can't get it any more.

9. Ben has been ____________________ for months. He hasn't been able to find a job.
10. The printer in our office is always _________________. It's very frustrating when you want to print 

something.
11. I felt really ___________________ at the meeting this morning. I have been out of the office for the 

past week and I am not up to date on the latest business deals. I just sat there and listened. I couldn't 
say anything because I didn't know what everyone was talking about.

12. During the spring the weather is so nice that we frequently eat _____________________. 

4-On Monday, some of you asked about the difference between "farther" and "further". 
Both further and farther can be used to talk about distance, so don't worry about making a mistake. 
However, more people prefer farther to talk about distance, than further.   EX: The small boats drifter 
farther and farther from the shore.
Further has other uses. 

a-I won't work this weekend and further I won't work any weekends from now on. This means the 
same as "moreover" or "in addition". It tells the reader you are adding to something already said.

b-He furthers his career by inviting the bosses to play golf at his club. Farther can't be used as a 
verb, but further can.

c-You would think the popular kids are really nice, but nothing can be further from the truth. Not 
close to the truth.

Pronunciation
E has several sounds: E like in eat, eagle, Eve, me, knee, bee, evil  ---OR  E as in Ed, elk, egg, 
edge, leg, jet, ever, never, elevator, elephant, education, bed and hello---  OR E can sound like 
"uh" as in tiger, anger, answer, ballerina and camera . Many times the E at the end of a word is 
silent. EX: ride, size, leave


EA can sound like EE: meat, seat, lead, read, leap, beach, clean


OR can sound like EH as in dead, feather, heaven, meadow, breakfast, bread


AND sometimes in EA words, the E is silent and the A has a long A sound. EX: break, great, 
steak


OR a short A sound as in: heart, bear, pear


The letter Y has the E sound at the end of words: bunny, funny, scary, fuzzy, happy, dirty, pretty, 
cloudy




Many one syllable words that end in Y don't sound like E: buy, way, say, try, stay, dry, my, why, 
sky


Pronounce these word pairs. Listen for the different pronunciation of the E. 

Grammar: A FEW and A LITTLE have a positive meaning. EX: She has only been here a week, 
but she has already made a few friends.  We have been able to save a little money this year.


FEW and LITTLE have a negative meaning. EX: She has few friends.  He has little money. The 
meaning is almost none. 


FEW and A FEW are used with plural count nouns (people, ideas, apples). LITTLE and A 
LITTLE are used with non-count nouns (coffee, sugar, milk).


Put FEW, A FEW, LITTLE or A LITTLE in the blanks. 

1. I think that _______________ lemon juice on fish makes it taste better.

2. Many people are bilingual, but _____________ speak more than four languages.

3. January in the north is a cold and dreary month. There is _____________ sunshine in 

January.

4. My parents enjoy watching TV in the evening. Every night they watch ____________ 

programs on television.

5. I don't watch television much because there are __________ programs that interest me.

6. If a door squeaks, _____________ oil on the hinges will fix it.

7. My husband doesn't like to wear jewelry. Other than his wedding ring, he wears 

___________ jewelry.

8. Do you have ____________ minutes? I'd like to talk to you about my finances.

9. Dana is an excellent employee who makes ___________ mistakes.

10. I have _____________ patience with people who call me to try to sell something.

11. I feel sorry for her. She will need help after the baby is born, but she has _____________ 

friends or relatives here.

12. I usually add _______________ cream to my coffee. I think the cream makes the coffee less 

bitter.


Discuss: The teachers told me most groups did not finish the discussion questions from 
Monday's lesson. So I'm putting the last few questions back on the lesson for today.


heat - head dead-deed sweet-sweat breath - breathe tear - tear

queen - clean break - beak please - pleasant leaf - leather wear  -  weasel



6-What types of problems do people experience after a natural disaster?
7-Within the next thirty years, the probability of an Earthquake rated 6.7 or below will occur in 
Californiais 60%. Would that knowledge prevent you from living in California?
8-With climate change, the probability of more natural disasters is very high. Melting glaciers will 
result in higher sea levels. More hurricanes will result in more flooding and damage to buildings 
and roads. Do you think the world is well prepared for these disasters?
9-Texas can have a lot of flooding during storms. You may hear, "Turn around, don't drown." 
This saying is to prevent you from driving into water that is across a road. In a fire we're told to, 
"stop, drop and roll". What other sayings do you know that may help save your life in a disaster?


