
FUMC ESL 9-15-2022 High Intermediate and Advanced Lesson


Introduce yourself. Tell where you are from and where you live now.  

Make a sentence that begins:

1. Would you...

2. You must...

3. Should I...

4. One of these days, I might...


Discuss these questions: 

1. Public school started recently. Do you have any children in school? What grade are they in?

2. Are you attending school right now? Where do you attend? What are you studying?

3. Would you like to be going to school right now?  What would you study?

4. Did you enjoy school when you were a child?  Was school fun?

5. Do you understand the attendance policy? Most schools require a parent to call the school 

when their child is sick. Is that the rule at your children’s school?

6. Do you have any questions about public school in the United States?


Idioms: Read the sentences and tell what the idiom in bold means. 

1. The new coach insists his players are disciplined. They must attend class and be at 
practice on time. He doesn't approve of his players posting on social media. He's very old 
school.  He has old school values. 

2. My parents were very poor. I always had to work from the time I was ten years old. I had a 
paper route as a kid. Then at 16 I started a yard mowing business. I worked every day after 
school and all day on Saturday and Sunday.  I didn't have an opportunity to go to college. I 
came from the school of hard knocks.


3. OK, class. I know you know the answer to this problem. Put your thinking caps on.


4. I did really well on the final test. The teacher said that I passed with flying colors. 

5. Jo gets away with breaking the rules because she's the teacher's pet. 

6. Let's brainstorm some ideas that might solve this problem.


7. I know her well, but I can't think of her name. I'm drawing a blank.


8. I'm sure if I work on this math problem long enough I will figure it out. 

9. Learning to speak English is an uphill climb. 

10. Sara is very shy. She doesn't like to talk to strangers. She wants to learn to speak English, 
but she is afraid to talk to anyone. Her shyness is a real stumbling block for her.


11. I like to have Pat on our team because she comes up with very creative answers. She can 
think outside the box. 



12. Our teacher requires us to write a 500 page essay every week. We have our work cut out 
for us this semester.


Questions:   

1. Give some examples of "old school values".

2. Did you come from the "school of hard knocks" or did you have an easy life?

3. Were you ever the teacher's pet?

4. Talk about a time when you "drew a blank".

5. Do you like to figure things out yourself, or do you prefer to ask someone for the answer?

6. What is a stumbling block for you?

7. What is the most difficult task you have ahead of you?


Read a saying below and tell what it means in your own words. Tell which one "speaks to 
you". In other words, one that has special meaning to you because of your life 
experiences.  Which quote would you tell your children? 

1. Hard work beats talent any day.

2. Be happy to have unhappy customers. They teach you what you are doing wrong.

3. Many people miss an opportunity because it involves hard work.

4. If you think you can, you can.

5. Life is what happens to you when you are busy making other plans.

6. None of us is as smart as all of us.

7. Today a reader, tomorrow a leader.

8. In a world where you can be anything, be kind.

9. He who asks a question is a fool for a minute. But he who doesn't ask a question, is a fool 

for life.

10. Opening a school results in closing a prison.


Grammar: Noun Clauses 

Noun clauses take the place of a noun in the sentence. A noun clause has a subject and a 
verb, but is not a complete sentence. It has to be part of another sentence. Example:  "where 
she is" is not a complete sentence. It is a noun clause. So we add it to a sentence. "I don't 
know where she is."


Read these examples of sentences with noun clauses. The noun clauses are underlined.


Example: I didn't hear what the teacher said.    Do you know who he is?  I think this is where 
Susan lives.   I don't know what she does all day.  No one knows why she is afraid of dogs.

No one knew that Hamid could speak English. 


Sometimes, ESL students have a hard time with word order in sentences with noun clauses.


Let's practice:  Complete these sentences with a noun clause. The first one has been done for 
you.




1. How far is it?      I don't know how far it is.

2. What did she say?   I don't know ___________________________________.

3. When are they leaving?   I don't know ___________________________________.

4. Which road should we take?  I don't know ______________________________.

5. Whose keys are these?  I don't know __________________________________.

6. Who is that man?  I want to know ____________________________________

7. Can you tell me where George lives?  I'm not sure _______________________________.

8. Which bus should we take?  I'm not sure ___________________________________.

9. Do you know what time the store opens. I don't know ______________________________.

10. What time is the meeting?  I'm not sure _________________________________________.

11. Do you know how to open this lock? No.  But I think Bill____________________________.

12. What's her name?  I can't remember ____________________________________________.

13. Which one does he want?  Let's ask him _________________________________________.

14. How far is it to Dallas?  I'll find out ______________________________________________.

15. Who is she marrying?  I'm not sure ____________________________________________.


A Story of Hope 
This week Americans remembered 9/11. Jane Goodall, the world's most famous naturalist, was 
in New York City on that disastrous day and still remembers the confusion and fear and grief 
she witnessed. It was hard to feel hopeful on that day. Yet, Jane continued to speak about the 
importance of having hope even in the midst of devastation. People ask her how she can 
continue to have hope amidst all the bad things that happen in our world. In answer, Jane tells 
the story of the Survivor Tree.


The tree was a pear tree and was discovered a month after the collapse of the towers. It was 
crushed between two blocks of concrete. All that was left was half a trunk that had been 
charred black, with roots that were broken and only one living branch. It was about to be put in 
a dumpster, when a young woman begged the workers to save the tree. It was sent to a 
nursery in the Bronx where it was carefully nursed back to health. Once the tree recovered, it 
was planted on the grounds of the 9/11 Memorial and Museum.


Each spring, the branches are bright with blossoms. People visit the tree often, some with tears 
streaming down their faces. It is a reminder of all that was lost that day. But it is also a symbol 
of resilience and healing. Jane says hope is one of the only things that ensures our survival. It's 
the reason we can pick ourselves up and keep going.


What are your thoughts about continuing to hope in today's world?





