
FUMC ESL 9-29-2022 High Beginning Lesson and Low Intermediate Lesson-Using DO 
and MAKE

Introduce yourself. Tell where you are from and where you live now. Tell something you do every 
day.

Using DO

Do is an irregular verb. Do, did, done. I do my homework every night.  I did my homework last 
night.  I will do my homework tonight.  I have done my homework, so now I can watch TV.

In these sentences, DO is the main verb. Sometimes we use DO twice. EX: What does he do?
What did the child do?  How did he do it?

 If someone asks you what you do, they mean what is your job. EX: What do you do?  I'm a 
doctor.  I'm a plumber.  I manage an office. 
Sometimes people say, "What do you do for a living?"

Question:  What do YOU do?  

A very formal way to reply to an introduction is, "How do you do?"  Most young people don't use 
this phrase any more. It is used by older people in a very formal situation.

Hello, my name is Catherine.
How do you do, Catherine. My name is Laura.

Now, people would probably say, "Nice to meet you. How are you?"

We use DO to talk about hair. EX: Who does your hair?  Ron at the hair salon does my hair.
OR  I do my hair myself.

Questions:  Who does your hair?  Do you do it yourself? Do you have a friend or relative do 
your hair. I go to a salon when I need a haircut. They do my hair for me. Do you go to a salon?

We use DO to talk about a problem.  EX: What should I do about my visa?  What should I do 
about this bill?  What will you do if you fail the test?

Questions: Do you have any problems right now? 

We use DO to talk about actions happening now. EX:  What are you doing?  I am doing the 
laundry. (washing the clothes)  I am doing the dishes. (washing the dishes)  We are doing our 
homework.  

We use DO to talk about actions that will happen in the future. EX: I will do my homework later.  
She will do the dishes when she comes home.

Questions:   Who does the cooking at your house?   Who does the laundry at your house?  
Who does most of the cleaning at your house?



We use do/did with another verb in  negative situations and in questions. Examples:

Present Tense-----I don't do homework on the weekend.  I don't play soccer.   I don't like the 
food here.  The dog doesn't bite.     My father doesn't work here.  She doesn't care about him.
Does she eat here often?   Do most people learn English quickly?

Past Tense------We didn't go to school yesterday.        They didn't clean my hotel room.    She 
didn't introduce herself.  Did you go to bed early?  Did you polish your shoes?

Question: What will you do when you go home today? What do you do on the weekends?  
Name something you don't do. 

In questions, you separate DO and the other verb with the noun or pronoun.  EX: What did he 
do? When did the children do their homework?  Did she say when she will leave?

Note: We usually don't answer the question with DO. EX: What time did she arrive?
NOT: She did arrive at 3.   CORRECT: She arrived at 3.  The only time we would answer with 
DO is if we were stressing the word.  EX: Did you pass your exam?  I DID pass it! I was afraid I 
would fail it.

Other sentences with DO:

I will do my best.
Do me a favor.
Do you remember me?
Do they want some more?
Do you speak English?

Question:  Ask another student a question with the verb DO.

We use DO to mean it is OK or acceptable.  EX: This recipe calls for butter, but any oil will do.   I 
would like some new shoes for the party, but these old black ones will do.

Using MAKE

We use MAKE to talk about something we create. EX: I make a cake for my husband every 
week.  Please make some tea for us.    That dog makes a lot of noise.

There are many expressions in English that use MAKE. They don't always follow the rule. You 
have to memorize them.  EX: make time, make a difference, make the bed, make sense

Test yourself: Put a form of DO or MAKE in the blanks.

1. We__________ progress on the house today. In a couple of weeks, it will be _________.
2. They _________ plans to go on a trip together.  
3. Mother __________ breakfast for us every morning. 
4. She _________ a lot of money.
5. Sara __________ the laundry for us.



6. She always __________ a good job.
7. Jo __________ a lot of new friends.
8. The children __________ fun of her hat.
9. After we fought, we ___________ up.
10. Please be quiet while I _______ a phone call.
11. Don't ________ excuses.
12. I _________ some yard work today.
13. Dad ________ a promise to come home early.
14. My wife  ________  all the decisions in the family.
15. Should I have ice cream or cake? I can't ____________ up my mind.
16. I __________ a list before I go to the store.
17. The company __________ me an offer.
18. I __________ a plan to sell my house and move away.
19. Please _________ a reservation at the hotel.
20. Have you ___________ up your mind yet?
21. After dinner, I will ________ the dishes
22. Mary didn't _________ very well on the test.
23. The children ___________ a big mess.
24. I will __________ a salad for dinner.
25. Did I ___________ many mistakes?
26. My wife ________ the grocery shopping.
27. We ________ our exercises every morning.
28. Did you __________ your bed this morning?

Practice Speaking
1. Do you make a list before you go to the store?  When do you make lists?
2. Are you making progress in learning English?
3. What do you make for breakfast?
4. Have you made new friends in the United States?
5. Did children ever make fun of you when you were little?
6. What is something you like to do by yourself?
7. What plans are you making now?


