
FUMC ESL 9-8-2022 High Intermediate and Advanced Lesson 

WELCOME BACK!  
Our summer break was long this year and we've been missing you! We're very excited 
to start a new semester. Tell your friends about us if you know anyone interested in free 
English classes. 


As always, the class lessons will be available online the night before class at 
www.fumcesl.org. Please download the lesson to a device, or print them so that you 
can follow along. It is a good idea to review the lesson the night before. That gives you 
an opportunity to look up words you don't know. The more work YOU put into the 
lesson, the quicker you will improve your English.


Announcement:  
Many of our students and teachers miss the social interaction that we enjoyed when 
our classes were held in person. Many students made life-long friends at our classes.  
That is an important benefit for people who may be new to Austin, or who are looking 
for new friends.  


At the same time, we know Zoom works better for many of our students. So, this 
semester, you will have the option of attending class in-person or via zoom. Beginning 
September 19th, we will have classes at the church building where we used to meet. 
The address is 1300 Lavaca. The building is called the Family Life Center. There is a 
bus stop across the street. There is no free parking. You can park on meters on the 
street. We will not offer childcare at this time. Later, if we have enough students 
requesting child care, we will try to provide that. There will be two classes (lower level 
and higher level), just like on zoom. The lessons and the class time will be exactly the 
same. You can choose to attend in person every class or just when it is convenient for 
you. You may want to give it a try to see how you like it. You can always return to Zoom 
if it doesn't work for you.  The teachers will be rotating between zoom and in-person. 


Ask your teacher if you have any questions. 


THE LESSON 

Introduce yourself. Tell where you are from and where you live now. Finish this sentence: I 
don't really care for _____________. 


Conversations:  These conversations have negative expressions or phrases. Read them with a 
partner. Explain the meaning of your conversation and tell what the bold words and phrases 
mean. Then lead a discussion of the questions under each conversation.


Sally:  Are you pleased with the new mayor?

May:  Not by a long shot! He hasn't done anything positive for the community. All he has done 
is stir up trouble. 



Discuss: Are you happy with the people who are in control in your country?


Tam:  I'm sorry we ended up at a seafood restaurant. I know you don't really care for 
seafood.

Ken:  Actually, this lobster roll isn't half bad. I didn't think I would like it, but it's pretty good. 
Maybe I do like seafood.


Discuss: Have you ever tried something that you expected to hate and found out you liked it?


Carol:  Do you think you'll be able to fix my watch?

Repair person:  It's not likely. I can't get the parts to fix an old watch like this.


Discuss: In my grandparent's day, people used and re-used everything they had. Today in the 
U.S., that's almost impossible because you can't get anyone to repair it or. you can't get parts. 
Is this a problem in your country as well?  Do you think we live in a "throwaway" culture?


Uncle Jack:  Tim, you have caused the family a lot of trouble with this stupid prank you 
pulled. What were you thinking, putting sugar in the school principal's gas tank?

Tim: I know. It was dumb. Some of the kids thought it would be funny. I never thought about all 
the trouble I would be in if I got caught.

Uncle Jack:  It cost me several hundred dollars to repair the principal's car. Not to mention the 
damage you have done to your reputation. You've always been such a good kid. I wouldn't 
have expected this from you. And think about the effect this had on your mother. She's 
ashamed and sad that you  got in trouble after all she has done to keep you on the straight 
and narrow. 
Tim:  I know. Not for the world would I hurt my mother. I wouldn't be anything without my 
mother supporting me and pushing me. How will I ever make it up to her?


Discuss: Tim knows he wouldn't be a successful person without his mother pushing him. Do 
you feel the same about your mother? How do you think Tim should "make it up" to her for 
getting in trouble?


Susan:  Do you think I should hire a lawyer to try to get my money back from the man who 
messed up my roof?

Joe:  It's not worth your while. Lawyers are expensive and anyway, you can't get blood from 
a turnip. 
Susan:  What do you mean by that?

Joe:  I mean that roofer doesn't have enough money to make hiring a lawyer worth your while. 
Even if you win, you won't get any money from him because he doesn't have any money.


Discuss:  Have you ever tried to get a refund from a repairman who did a bad job?  Some of 
my friends leave bad online reviews of companies that have done a bad job. Would you ever 
leave a bad online review?




Sam:  My suitcase is full. Can I put my cowboy boots in your suitcase?

Ellen:  Nothing doing! My suitcase is heavy enough without your boots. You'll have to wear 
them or leave them at home.


Discuss: I always ask my husband if I can put something of mine into his suitcase because his 
suitcase is always emptier than mine. Unlike Ellen, he always says, "Sure!"  Do you ever have 
this problem when you are packing for a trip?


Tina:  How is your life these days?

Will:  Oh, nothing to complain about. I wish we'd get a little rain so my garden wouldn't die, 
but if that's the biggest problem I have I guess things are going pretty well.

Tina:  It's been two years since your wife died. Are you thinking you might marry again?

Will:  Not on your life! I'm a very happy bachelor.


Discuss: Do you sympathize with Will's feeling that he wouldn't marry again?


Linda:  I'm really sorry about missing your birthday party at the theatre. No hard feelings, I 
hope. 

Sara:  Actually, I'm pretty ticked off about it. You promised you would come so I bought you a 
ticket.  We waited for you until the movie started. By the time we went in, all the good seats 
were taken. And I had an extra ticket that wasn't used! I'm still a hot under the collar.

Linda: Wow. I really feel guilty now!


Discuss: Have you ever been in this situation where a friend promised to come, but didn't show 
up?  Do you think Sara was too harsh with Linda?


Sandra:  I know you think the lack of rain is not a serious problem. You don't like rainy weather. 
But for the farmers, this drought is no laughing matter. They could lose their livelihood if it 
doesn't rain soon.

Len:  Farmers know drought is always possible. I'm sure they can adapt to a little dry weather.

Sandra: That's the most heartless comment I've ever heard. You don't really care for anyone 
but yourself, do you!

Len: Don't get all bent out of shape, Sandra. You're making a mountain out of a mole hill. 
It's supposed to rain this weekend, anyway. Your farmers will be just fine.


Discuss: Do you agree that Sandra is making a mountain out of a molehill?


Cam:  I really think you are wrong about this issue. No offense! I just see things very differently 
than you do.

Lon:  No sweat. Everyone is entitled to their own opinion. I'm not mad at you because I 
disagree with you.


Discuss: Can you talk with a friend who has different views from you without getting mad?




Mary:  No wonder the baby is crying. His diaper is soaking wet. I'll change him right away!

Sam:  Thanks for helping out, Mary. As a man, I'm not very experienced in caring for a baby 
by myself. When my wife said she would be gone all weekend, I panicked. But I knew I could 
count on you. You are the best sister ever!


Discuss: What is your opinion of Sam?


Ray:  My neighbor gave me $100 when I graduated from high school, no strings attached. I'm 
going to buy new rims for my motorcycle. They will really look cool.

Connie:  I think you could put that money to better use. You will have to buy books and 
supplies for college. I'm sure your neighbor thought you would be using the money for some 
good purpose.

Ray:  He said, "no strings attached". If he wanted me to buy books, he should have said so.

Connie: That's not very mature thinking, Ray.

Ray: Keep your opinions to yourself, Connie. It's my hundred bucks, not yours.


Discuss: Several of the people in these conversations seem immature. Who do you think is the 
most immature character in all these conversations?



