
FUMC ESL 12-1-2025 Intermediate to Advanced Lesson 

Introduce yourself. Talk about what you did over Thanksgiving.


Pronouncing D:

 

Listen for the D sound in these words:  Daddy, ladder. good, food, dull, needed


Notice that sometimes the T has a D sound. EX: computer (compuder), daughter (dodder), 
settle (seddle),  traitor (trader), later (lader)


You may have a hard time hearing the difference between D and TH in some words. Practice 
these examples:

dough - though      udder - other     day - they     sudden - southern     read - wreath


Deb:  What's the matter, Daddy. 

Daddy:  I'm tired of my job. Day in and day out, I go to the bakery. I mix the dough and bake  
the bread. I'm a little bored with my job.

Deb: I see. You are tired of baking bread day after day. You would like variety in your work.

Daddy: Yes, that's it. I need to do something different sometimes.

Deb: Well, Daddy, I have an idea.  Tomorrow instead of bread dough, make dough for donuts.


1. What's the matter with Daddy?    Have you ever had a job where you did the same thing 
day after day?   


2. Do you agree that variety is the spice of life?


AMERICAN WEDDINGS: Students take turns reading and explaining each paragraph. 
Teachers, please read the paragraph after the student so you can correct pronunciation. 

Li is from China. She lives in Austin. She has been invited to an American friend's wedding. 
She wants to go. She has never been to an American wedding. But Li is nervous. She doesn't 
know what to wear. She doesn't know what type of present to give them. She doesn't know if 
she can bring her boyfriend.


Li receives a "save the date" card. It says her friend will be married in 4 months. A couple of 
months later, Li receives a very thick, fancy envelope. It is her invitation. The invitation is for her 
and a guest. Li knows this means she can bring her boyfriend to the wedding. If the invitation 
did not say, "and guest", her boyfriend could not come.  Li fills out the RSVP card in the 
invitation and mails it back to the bride. It is very impolite not to return this card. It should be 
returned as quickly as you possible.


Li notices that the invitation for the wedding is at the bride's church and the reception 
afterward at a downtown club. The invitation also shows where the bride and groom are 
"registered". Li asks a friend what registered means. She discovers that she can go to the 
stores on the list and ask for the registry for the bride. There will be a list of things the bride and 



groom would like to receive. Li chooses something and arranges for it to be sent to the bride. It 
is not a good idea to take a wedding present to the wedding. Presents can be misplaced and 
the bride might not receive them.


Li asks a friend what she should wear to the wedding. The friend says, "If it is a formal 
wedding, wear dressy clothes. If it is a casual wedding on the beach, wear more casual 
clothes."  Li decides to wear a very nice light blue evening dress. She puts her hair up and puts 
ribbons in her hair. She puts on make-up and a lovely necklace. Her boyfriend wears a suit. 


Li tells her boyfriend to pick her up very early. American weddings start on time and everyone 
must be seated before it can begin. So Li and her boyfriend plan to arrive at least 15 minutes 
before the wedding time.  When they arrive at the church, there are ushers the bride has 
chosen to escort guests to their seats. The left side of the church is for guests of the bride and 
the right hand is for guests of the groom. 


After the ceremony, everyone goes to the reception. There is sometimes a "receiving line". 
People line up to congratulate the newly married couple. Then dinner is served. There are 
toasts to the bride by her close family and friends. After dinner, the dancing begins. The bride 
will dance with her father first. Then the groom will dance with his mother. Finally, the bride and 
groom dance together.  After the formal dances, everyone can dance.


Li and her boyfriend have a wonderful time at the wedding. They are looking forward to their 
own wedding now. 


1. Have you been to an American wedding?

2. Do you have any questions about wedding etiquette?

3. How was your wedding different from the one Li attended?



